
 

 

Rain Barrel Art - Call for Artists 
In 2010, Cuyahoga SWCD will 
be hosting a Rain Barrel Art 
program.  Barrels will be  
distributed to local artists in 
March 2010. Artists will have 
two months to paint the barrel 
in any way they choose.    

Barrels must be returned to the 
Cuyahoga SWCD office by May 
1st.  Decorated barrels will be 
displayed across the county in 
various locations with signage 
about the importance of rain 
barrels and an artists statement 
about the design.   

In October 2010, the barrels 
will be auctioned to the public.  
Proceeds will go to support the 
ongoing efforts of the  
Cuyahoga SWCD conservation 
education program.   

 

finally depositing them into 
lakes, rivers, streams and  
wetlands.  Just like a solitary 
cut on your leg isn't life 
threatening, no single one of 
these sources by itself leads 
to water quality problems, but 
their cumulative effects are 
more than enough to degrade 
our rivers and streams.   

In the past two years, the 
Cuyahoga SWCD has sold 
more than 1,000 rain barrels 
in the county.  One rain  
barrel isn't going to restore 
our lakes and rivers, but  
collectively, they can make a 
difference.  It is putting a 
proverbial band-aid on the 

As we wrap up the Year of 
the River, its important to 
remember how far we have 
come in conservation.  Forty 
years ago, the Cuyahoga 
River was considered dead.  
Now there is abundant 
aquatic and plant life in the 
river,  and organizations are  
working daily to support 
these efforts and keep the 
Cuyahoga and all the rivers, 
streams, and lakes in  
Northeast Ohio clean.   

In the past forty years, stricter 
environmental laws have 
been passed to protect our 
water resources.   First  
industries were targeted as 

the major source of pollution, 
called point source pollution -
pollution from a single  
identifiable source.  However, 
our waterways weren't  
recovering at the rate  
p r e d i c t e d ,  s o  t h e  
Environmental Protection 
Agency began to address  
non-point source pollution -  
pollution coming from many 
different sources.   

Essentially non-point source 
pollution, or storm water  
pollution, is death by 1,000 
cuts.  As the rain water or 
snow melt moves, it picks up 
and carries away natural and 
human made pollutants,  

Storm Water Pollution is Death by 1,000 Cuts 
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1,000 cuts in an attempt to 
restore and protect our water 
resources.  Every little bit 
helps.  What you do at your 
home or business, however 
big or small, can help!  We 
are the source of storm water 
pollution and with a few 
small steps, we can be the 
solution.   

See inside for ways you can 
help move from pollution to 
solution! 

Painted rain barrel from 

Geauga SWCD Rain Barrel 

Yard Art program 

Interested artists should  
contact Amy Roskilly,  

216/524-6580, ext. 22 or 
aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org 

by February 1, 2010 

Are You Ready for a New Year’s Revolution? 
Cuyahoga SWCD is teaming up with the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 

(NCSL) for the Wintergreen Challenge!  Make a revolution of your  
resolution! What a better way to make a difference in the new year, for your 

ecological footprint and your household savings, then to learn more  
environmentally sustainable household practices in a fun and interactive way.   

The Wintergreen Challenge is a three month-long friendly competition  
to help you live more sustainably.  

Kickoff is January 15th from 6:00pm - 8:00pm at the Nature Center at 
Shaker Lakes.  Participants can learn how to implement and maintain  
sustainable practices such as recycling, composting, rain barrels, native  
planting and permaculture.  Registrants will be given a chart to keep track  
of their sustainable activities and are encouraged to keep a photo journal  
of their successes.  As challenges are completed, groups will be entered  

into raffles for great prizes! 

The challenge ends on April 24th.  Groups will be invited back to  
NCSL to celebrate their accomplishments. 

 

Step up to the Wintergreen Challenge!   
Visit www.shakerlakes.org/wintergreen  

for more information.   
Participation fee is $10 per group. 
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Area: 294 square miles 
Stream Miles: ~660 (includes headwater streams) 
Population: ~250,000 
Communities: 32 (including Cuyahoga, Lorain, Medina and  
Summit Counties) 
Notable Tributaries: Abram Creek, Baldwin Creek, Plum Creek, 
Blodgett Creek, Baker Creek, Healey Creek, Cossett Creek, Mallet 
Creek, Granger Ditch 
Notable Watershed Events: Valley City Frog Jump Festival,  
Return of the Buzzards to Hinckley, Steelhead Expo, North Coast 
Nature Fest 
Impairments: habitat alteration/hydromodification, excessive 
nutrients, bacteria, sediment/siltation 

GET TO KNOW YOUR WATERSHED 

Thank you to Christina 
Keegan for her work on the 
S t o rm  Wa t e r  R e t r o f i t  
Opportunities Inventory.  As a 
result of her efforts we have 
compiled detailed information 
for over 100 sites in the Abram,  
Baldwin and Euclid Creek  
watersheds.  This data will be 
used to prioritize storm water 
retrofit project opportunities  
in the target watersheds.   
Christina’s work was conducted 
as a part of the Targeting Storm 
Water Retrofits to Improve  
Urban Streams project, which is 
funded by a grant from the  
National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation's Sustain Our Great 
Lakes program, including  
financial contributions by  
ArcelorMittal and the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency.  

Rocky River Watershed Council Annual Meeting and Board of Trustees Election 
January 28, 2010  -  7:00 PM 

Cleveland Metroparks 

Rocky River Nature Center - 24000 Valley Parkway - North Olmsted 

WATERSHED:  the area of land that water flows across or under on its way to a stream, river or lake.  

ROCKY RIVER WATERSHED FAST FACTS 

EUCLID CREEK WATERSHED FAST FACTS 

Area: 24 square miles 

Stream Miles: 34 linear miles (includes headwater streams) 

Population: ~60,000 

Communities: 11 (including Cuyahoga and Lake Counties) 

Tributaries: East Branch, West Branch and Main Branch of Euclid 

Creek 

Euclid Creek Partners: Euclid Creek Watershed Council  

communities, Friends of Euclid Creek and the Cuyahoga SWCD 

Impacts to Euclid Creek: Flooding due to development; Loss of 

headwater tributaries; Channelization of the main-stem and  

tributaries; Lack of habitat in the creek; Polluted urban runoff and  

impervious surfaces; Sanitary sewer overflows; Failing septic systems; 

Illegal dumping; Excessive erosion; Loss of greenspace 

Protect Your Stream: Only rain down the storm drain; Fertilize 

sparingly; Properly dispose of household hazardous waste and  

expired medicine; Clean up after your pet; Practice good car care; 

Landscape with native plants; Conserve water; and… 

Get Involved! In 2010, participate in a Euclid Creek invasive plant 

pull, a stream cleanup, a rain barrel workshop, water monitor at 

one of our five sites, plant a rain garden at your house, come to a 

Friends of Euclid Creek meeting, sign up for the Euclid Creek  

e-Newsletter (email cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org), check the Euclid 

Creek website at http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org (click on Services 

and Watershed Programs, then scroll down to Euclid Creek!). 

CLAIRE POSIUS  

Euclid Creek  

Watershed Coordinator 

216/524-6580, ext 16 

cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org 

JARED BARTLEY  

Rocky River  

Watershed Coordinator 

216/524-6580, ext 14 

jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org 

There are many different watershed around Northeast Ohio.   

We all live in a watershed!   Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation 

District in active in most watersheds but particularly  

Rocky River and Euclid Creek.    

Below are some fast facts about these two watersheds.   



 

 

On October 22, 2009, the  

Cuyahoga Soil and Water 

Conservat ion Distr ic t  

celebrated sixty years of  

conservation!  The 60th  

Annual Meeting and  

Supervisor Election was 

held at the Don Umerley 

Civic Center in Rocky 

River, OH. 

Over 120 old and new 

friends attended and heard 

success stories from the 

past sixty years and  

enjoyed a delicious meal.   

The Keynote Speaker was 

Ian Adams, who gave a 

wonderful presentation  

titled “A Photo Tour of 

Ohio’s Natural Areas and 

Preserves.”   

Special thanks to Rocky 

River Mayor Pamela Bobst 

for presenting the district 

with a proclamation which  

recognized the Cuyahoga 

S o i l  a n d  W a t e r   

Conservation District for 

sixty years of dedicated 

service to Cuyahoga 

County. In addition, the 

City of Rocky River  

donated the room where 

the event was held.   

Thank you Rocky River! 

Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District  
60th Annual Meeting and Supervisor Election 

Pollution to Solution - How Can You Help? 
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ANNUA L  AW ARDS 

The district presented their 

annual awards to two  

deserv ing rec ipients!   

Conservationist of the Year 

was awarded to Mary K. 

Evans for her tireless  

efforts in the Euclid Creek 

Watershed. She is a retired 

teacher from John Hay 

High School and is a  

member of the South 

Euclid Garden Club, 

Friends of Euclid Creek, 

a n d  t h e  W e s t e r n  

Reserve Herb Society.  

Ruth Skuly, Janine Rybka  

and Mayor Pamela Bobst 

Mary K Evans,  

Conservationist 

of the Year 

Peter Thomas was 

awarded Educator of the 

Year.  Peter is currently a 

teacher, soccer coach 

and Energy Team coach 

at Hawken School.  With 

his sense of humor and 

love of teaching, Peter 

engages students to 

l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  

environment with an eye 

towards sustainable  

living.  Peter Thomas 

received the Roger  

Biemel Memorial Stipend 

which is given to the  

Educator of the Year and 

presented by Mrs.  

Biemel. 

CUYAHOGA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT SUPERVISOR ELECTION 

The district also held its supervisor election.  Three candidates ran for two open positions.  

Ruth Skuly and Fred Cash were re-elected to the Cuyahoga SWCD Board of Supervisors.   

Thank you to all the candidates for running.   Peter Thomas and Verna Biemel 

In Spring 2009, PBS - Frontline aired a special 

called “Poisoned Waters.”  Below is an  

excerpt from that show. 

“Based on actual sampling in the Puget 

Sound basin, we have estimated that the  

volume of oil that is carried into Puget Sound 

by storm water run off is equal to the oil spill 

in Prince William Sound that the Exxon  

Valdez spilled. Every two years, the storm 

water in Puget Sound carries that volume of 

oil into Puget Sound.” 

Jay Manning, Director,  

Washington Department of Ecology 

 

To watch this documentary, go to : 

http://www.pbs.org/ 

wgbh/pages/frontline/poisonedwaters/ 

POISONED WATERS 

The  quote  f rom  

Poisoned Waters is 

alarming.  If there was 

an Exxon Valdez Oil 

spill every two years, we 

would be outraged!  But 

because there isn't one 

catastrophic event, we 

tend not to pay enough 

attention to storm water 

pollution.  Storm water 

run off is death by 1,000 

cuts. If it’s happening in 

Puget Sound, the same 

thing is happening in 

waterways across our 

nation, including Lake 

Erie.  You can help! 

• Water Conservation!  Install a rain garden or 

rain barrel at your home or business.   

• Fertilize Sparingly and Caringly!  If you 

choose to fertilize,  use the recommended 

amount on the bag (or less), or choose an  

organic fertilizer. 

• Clean Up After Your Pet!  Leaving pet waste 

increases public health risks by allowing  

harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash into 

the storm drain and eventually into the rivers 

and lakes. 

• Educate yourself!  Where are your local 

streams? How healthy are they? What  

watershed do you live in and what are the 

main issues in that watershed? 

For more tips, visit our website at www.cuyahogaswcd.org 



 

 

The Envirothon is a national, academic, outdoor competition for high school students, which is designed to stimulate, reinforce and 

enhance interest in the environment and natural resources.  The Envirothon tests students' knowledge of natural resources in five 

categories:  soils, wildlife, forestry, aquatics, and current environmental issues.  Students compete through team problem solving 

activities.  While each student on an Envirothon team is challenged to contribute his or her personal best, the score that counts at the 

end of an Envirothon is the team score.   

 

Five Area Envirothons are conducted around Ohio late each spring.  The top four teams from each of these Area competitions  

progress to the Ohio Envirothon in June.  This state level contest is held in a different part of Ohio each year.  The top-scoring team 

in the Ohio Envirothon is eligible to compete in the National Envirothon, hosted by a different state every year.   

Conserving land and aquatic resources in a developed environment through stewardship, education and technical assistance 

An equal opportunity employer and provider 
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Leading Conservation since 1949! 

ON THE LAND 

SCHOOL SCOOPS     Cool Tools for Effective Environmental Education 

High School students needed 

for Envirothon competition!!!! 

   www.envirothon.org           www.cuyahogaswcd.org  
  (registration forms will be posted by January 2010) 

 
Contact Amy Roskilly, Conservation Education Coordinator, for more information  

216/524-6580, ext. 22           aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org 

April 28, 2010 
Camp Wise 

13164 Taylor Wells Road 

Chardon, OH 44024 

AREA 2 ENVIROTHON 


