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Euclid Creek Watershed Council Minutes 
March 13, 2014, Beachwood Community Center 

 
Present: Andy Blackley (South Euclid); Kelly Coffman (Cleveland Metroparks); Judy Dearden 
(FOEC, Highland Heights); Rick Glady, Council Vice Chair (Lyndhurst); Chris Hartman 
(Lyndhurst); Susan Jerome (Mayfield Village); Jeff Jowett (NEORSD); Dan Knecht (Euclid); Sara 
Byrnes Maier (Cleveland Metroparks); Doug Metzung (Mayfield Village); Claire Posius 
(Watershed Coordinator); David Roche (FOEC, Richmond Heights); Frank Skala (FOEC, 
Highland Heights); Chris Vild (Beachwood); Mayor Georgine Welo (South Euclid); and; Rachid 
Zoghaib (Cleveland) 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:20 am. 
   
The Vice Chair called the meeting to order and Chris Vild welcomed everyone to Beachwood on 
Mayor Gorden’s behalf as he had to Chair another meeting this morning.  Mr. Zoghaib then 
moved to approve the minutes from the October 2013 Council meeting and Mr. Metzung 
seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved by the Council. 
 

The nomination of the 2014 Council Chair was conducted.  Mayor Gorden recommended that his 
designee Chris Vild serve and Mr. Vild accepted to serve for his first term as Chair.  Mr. Glady 
made a motion for the nomination and Mayor Welo seconded the motion.  All voted yes for Chris 
Vild to serve his first term as Chair.  
 
The nomination of the 2014 Vice Council Chair was conducted.  Mr. Metzung made a motion to 
nominate Mr. Glady for the Vice Chair position, and Mr. Vild seconded the motion.  Nominations 
were closed and the Council voted unanimously for Mr. Rick Glady to serve as the Vice Chair of 
the ECWC for a third term.   
 
Ms. Byrnes Maier and Ms. Coffman presented plans for Cleveland Metroparks Reservations in 
the Euclid Creek Watershed.  Ms. Coffman explained the Strategic Plan goals, and the strategic 
plan process, and the plan directions – which include Green Infrastructure, Connectivity with 
surrounding neighborhoods and destination (like Wildwood Park); Trails/Greenways; Outdoor 
Recreation; Lakefront; Inner Ring Suburbs and Cleveland expansion and Financial Sustainability 
(click here to see full presentation).  She then presented on plans for the newly acquired Euclid 
Creek Reservation Lakefront Parks (Wildwood, Villa Angela and Euclid Beach) and how facilities 
improvement are the priorities (bathrooms, safety, etc and that a pedestrian bridge from 
Wildwood to Villa Angela is the first major capital improvement planned to begin this summer.  
Two activities are planned for Euclid Beach – the August 2 Euclid Beach Blast and the Sept. 28 
Remembering the Sights & Sounds of Euclid Beach.  As for the original Euclid Creek Reservation 
(ECR), Ms. Coffman talked about the importance of reducing vehicular traffic by providing more 
trail connections to the surrounding neighborhoods and ultimately connecting to surrounding 
parks.  Thereis an idea of even closing down the Euclid Creek Parkway on weekends so it is 
pedestrian/bike only.   
 
Ms. Byrnes Maier than talked about Acacia Reservation and the ecological restoration plan that is 
wrapping up by consultant BioHabitats.  Highlights of the plan are to restore the golf course to a 
more natural state that complements what was on site historically; providing connections to the 
surrounding neighborhoods; providing buffer to the north neighborhoods; a new entrance/access 
to the park off of Cedar; and daylighting/restoring sections of Euclid Creek where possible.  
Connections are a big focus of the plan, especially focusing on East Side inner ring suburbs since 
the greenways have been well connected and established to the west and south, but less so on 
the east side.  The first priority will be to connect the 3 parks, Acacia to ECR to the Lakefront 
ECR parks.   
 
Mayor Welo asked if trails in the ECR on the west side of the reservation were going to enhanced 
/ maintained better as they are becoming unmaintained and downed trees and erosion is 
impacting the trails.  She also asked if the Metroparks were considering an inner ring suburb 
Metroparks Nature Center since programming at ECR is underwhelming compared to at other 

http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/ECWC/Metroparks%20Presentation.pdf
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reservations and this underrepresentation of activities makes it seem like the ECR parks are not a 
priority to the Metroparks.  Ms. Welo said it would be great to have a Nature Center so that year 
round activities for all ages could be planned and that there is very little visible commitment to the 
ECR; and ECR is such a gem with its quarries and potential for educating surrounding residents.  
Ms. Dearden concurred with Mayor Welo and lamented that her children did not have a nature 
center to take advantage of close to home when they were little.  Ms. Byrnes Maier said she 
would pass along Mayor Welo’s comments to staff to consider and that she appreciated the 
feedback.  And Ms. Coffman said that because ECR is so constrained geographically, that they 
will have their trails expert out to look at the ECR west side trails.  Mayor Welo updated the group 
that South Euclid’s newest park, Oakwood Park, is having its grand opening on May 5.  Mr. Skala 
said that he is a member of the Cleveland Hiking Club and they have over 1,000 members, and 
who could be the heaviest users of the Cleveland Metroparks.  He concurred that providing 
connections, especially between these east side parks would be great as they usually hike long 
distances (minimum of 5 miles) and Acacia is not big enough for one short hike for the group – so 
they would appreciate more miles through connections to parks.  Ms. Byrnes Maier said that in 
2014 more focus groups would be formed to get more community input on the parks.  Mr. Roche 
was glad to see the East Branch of Euclid Creek on the plans for connecting to – he said this very 
pristine area would be fantastic to preserve and would be a good area to look into, especially 
since Richmond Heights owns some land that could potentially be land for the Metroparks (it’s 
undevelopable due to the steep slopes and shale/bedrock geology).  Both Ms. Byrnes Maier and 
Ms. Coffman were appreciative of the feedback and will bring it back to staff to consider.       
 
The Watershed Coordinator next provided an annual report to the Council on 2013 PIPE Program 
Accomplishments (handout available here).  Mayor Welo provided the date for the South Euclid 
Harvest Festival (Sept. 6, 11am-3pm).  Ms. Posius then updated the group that the Annual 2013 
PIPE Reports were delivered to all 9 communities with the 2014 Outreach Strategy by February 
28. Let Ms. Posius know if you would like a copy for your community to see.  She then went over 
the PIPE Committee approved 2014 PIPE Program Work Plan highlighting the 2014 theme and 
several watershed wide activities planned (link to work plan here).  A community specific map will 
be printed out at poster size and Mayor Welo asked how many we were planning on printing.  Ms. 
Posius said one map per community is in her budget, but that communities can purchase extras 
for around $60, to which Mayor Welo said she might like 1 for City Hall and 1 for the Community 
Center.  She also recommended looking into an option for an outdoor display to present as an 
option for communities.   
 
Ms. Posius next pointed out the 2013 Watershed Council annual work plan in attendees’ packets, 
but mentioned it as the completed work plan report to show their mayor, city council to see 
accomplishments of the program.  The Watershed Coordinator presented the 2014 work plan to 
the Council and went over changes to the work plan or updates noted in blue text (work plan link 
here).  Mr. Metzung made a motion to approve the 2014 ECWC Annual Work Plan and Mr. Vild 
seconded the motion.  All members present accepted the 2014 work plan.  As Ms. Posius 
discussed the alarming amount of trees being proposed for removal or topping as part of the 
County Airport Environmental Assessment project, Mr. Roche updated the group that trees in the 
Richmond Heights Community Park had been exempted from the list for removal.   
 
The 2014 Technical Committee was discussed next.  Ms. Posius told the group the important 
meeting to go over the new MS4 Permit is scheduled for April 9 – Mr. Hartman said he thought it 
was scheduled at Tri-C east.  Ms. Posius said she sees a need for a meeting to go over potential 
projects the Technical Committee representatives would have knowledge about at a meeting.  
The Coordinator keeps getting approached from potential funders for projects related to restoring 
fish habitat, addressing erosion issues, fixing detention/retention basins, etc. and it would be a 
good time to get a comprehensive list developed.  She then asked how much road salt 
communities have used in this harsh winter with salt shortage issues.  Mr. Metzung said due to 
the salt shortage he used the same amount as the previous mild winter.  Mr. Glady said that 
Lyndhurst used about the same and followed the Sensible Salt Ordinance guidelines of salting 
intersections, major roadways and hills.  All thought an article about this would be a good 
education opportunity. 
 

http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/PIPE/Euclid%20Creek%20Outreach%20Events%20Final%20Report%202013.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/PIPE/2014%20Euclid%20Creek%20Work%20Plan.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/ECWC/2013WatershedCouncilWorkPlan_final.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/ECWC/2014WatershedCouncilWorkPlan_approved.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/ECWC/2014WatershedCouncilWorkPlan_approved.pdf
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The next Euclid Creek Watershed Newsletter will come out in April and the PIPE Committee has 
given great recommendations for articles.  Mr. Glady said that in Lyndhurst streamside property 
owners regularly dump yard waste in Euclid Creek and a direct mailing about that would be a 
good education effort.  Ms. Dearden said to include neighbors of streamside owners as she’s 
seen them dump in the creek too.  Ms. Posius appreciated the comments.   
 
Ms. Posius went over potential speakers for the year.  Mayor Welo suggested Elaine Price to 
discuss a regional trails program they are initiating, or Grace Galluci who is also involved.  Ms. 
Dearden thought a presentation by Roy Larick on the Bluestone Brooks would be of interest to 
the group.  And Mr. Hartman thought discussing Lake Erie issues with the SeaGrant contact 
would be an important presentation as well for the group.   
 
Jeff Jowett, Watershed Team Leader, gave the group an update on the schedule for the Ohio 
Supreme Court hearing the Stormwater Program project – they anticipate a summer hearing and 
a ruling by the end of 2014.  He discussed Project Clean Lake and NEORSD’s commitment to 
green infrastructure where feasible and cost effective.  NEORSD is still offering the Watershed 
Support Grants to watershed groups and that they might be funding small Green Infrastructure 
demonstration projects again, Linda Mayer is the contact on that opportunity.  Watershed staff is 
busy reviewing water quality permits and peak flow limitations.  Mayor Welo said that we are 
living in an exciting time with younger generations getting communities thinking of and passing 
more sustainable ordinances allowing permeable pavement driveways to chickens and that this is 
the trend of the future.  She also discussed how some of these practices can lower sewer bills.   
 
Lastly, the Watershed Coordinator went over the Euclid Creek Watershed Council bylaws 
indicating that in reviewing them they are very flexible and there isn’t much need to revise.  One 
caveat is that there is a minimum of 3 meetings of the Council required.  She asked the Council a 
series of questions about the Council ranging from, is the time of the meetings (7:30am) still a 
good time to meet, is it the goal of the group to get more Mayors involved and if so, how do we 
keep everyone engaged, or is the group fine as is?  As the group did not have responses, Mayor 
Welo suggested forming questions in a Survey Monkey so members can remain anonymous in 
their comments.  The Coordinator will work on that with Mr. Vild. 
 
The next Watershed Council meeting was scheduled for July 10.  The group would like to see the 
new green infrastructure project at Greenwood Farm in Richmond Heights, so Ms. Posius will 
follow up with Mayor Wilson Headen on hosting the meeting.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 am.  
 

Minutes compiled by Claire Posius, Watershed Coordinator 
 
 
 


