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Euclid Creek Watershed Council Minutes 
March 19, 2015, Euclid Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 
Present: Andy Blackley (South Euclid); Kelly Coffman (Cleveland Metroparks); Thom Evans 
(Highland Heights); Rick Glady, Council Vice Chair (Lyndhurst); Chris Hartman (Lyndhurst); 
Dan Knecht (Euclid); Paul Kovalcik (NEORSD); Dalton Macalla (CSWCD Watershed Intern); 
Doug Metzung (Mayfield Village); Claire Posius (Watershed Coordinator); Mayor David Roche 
(FOEC, Richmond Heights); Charles Sawyer (Lyndhurst); Jeremiah Swetel (Euclid); Gayle Teresi 
(Mayfield Heights Councilwoman); Chris Vild, Council Chair (Beachwood); Matt Wilson 
(Euclid/Kokosing); and, Rachid Zoghaib (Cleveland) 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:09 am. 
   
The Chair called the meeting to order.  Mr. Evans then moved to approve the minutes from the 
October 2014 Council meeting as is, and Mr. Glady seconded the motion.  The minutes were 
approved by the Council. 
 

The nomination of the 2015 Council Chair was conducted.  Mr. Swetel recommended that current 
chair Chris Vild serve and Mr. Vild accepted to serve for his second term as Chair.  Mr. Swetel 
made a motion for the nomination and Mr. Metzung seconded the motion.  All voted yes for Chris 
Vild to serve his second term as Chair.  
 
The nomination of the 2015 Vice Council Chair was conducted.  Mr. Glady made a motion to 
nominate Mayor Roche for the Vice Chair position, and Mr. Metzung seconded the motion.  
Nominations were closed and the Council voted unanimously for Mayor Roche to serve as the 
Vice Chair of the ECWC.   
 
Mr. Swetel presented on the City of Euclid’s reduced parking ordinance.  The City worked with CT 
Consultants on the zoning updates which reduced parking requirements if a business is on a 
transit line, if bike parking is added, or if shared parking is worked out with adjacent businesses.  
The ordinance also created a minimum requirement for landscaping in parking lots where there 
was no required landscaping before, but the design does not have to incorporate Stormwater 
management to date.  The ordinance is targeted toward new development and redevelopment as 
Euclid is experiencing a development boom in recent years and wants growth to be more 
sustainable.  Mr. Swetel next updated the Council on two Green Infrastructure projects the City 
applied for Great Lakes funding for one at Sims Park to install bioretention next to the entrance 
drive to the park and project to install permeable pavers interspersed with bioretention in an 
island of the Lakeshore Municipal Parking Lot.  He then updated the group on a large apartment 
building, the Parkside Gardens, the garage for which is undergoing demolition and the project will 
reduce overall impervious surface on the site.   
 
Matt Wilson next presented on behalf of the Euclid Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) 
improvements that his firm, Kokosing, is the Construction Management Company at risk.  New 
state regulations require that public construction projects have a Construction Manager at Risk 
(CMR) and that projects undergo Design Build for the construction of a new Headworks facility, 
15 MGD equalization basin, MBR retrofit and that projects be competitively selected based on 
best value versus lowest bid.  Mr. Wilson discussed the benefits to this type of collaboration 
which can save millions on projects when the contractor and designer/architect work together 
from the beginning of a project.  For all of the EPA required improvements to the WWTP facility, 
7% are grant funded and the remainder are through user rate increases of 25% over 15 years.  In 
Euclid, if there is a cross connection, there is not a mechanism for requiring repair yet (and the 
City does not require Point of Sale inspections, which is a good mechanism for requiring repair), 
but repair is strongly encouraged.   
 
The Watershed Coordinator next discussed meetings of the ECWC in order to discuss this 
important item before a few attendees had to leave.  She polled the group to see if there was 
interest in moving meetings to the evening to accommodate Councilman Monaco from Mayfield 
Heights.  There was no discussion supporting a meeting time change as most ECWC participants 
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fulfil this role as part of their jobs and would not be able to come to many evening meetings.  The 
Coordinator next brought up the idea of having a combined, end-of-year joint meeting with all of 
the partners in the program including, Friends of Euclid Creek, the PIPE Committee, Technical 
Committee and Volunteer Monitoring Program Committee to celebrate the highlights of the 
watershed and challenges to come.  The group agreed that a Thursday night, roughly 5-7pm, 
would be a good time frame to enable partners with full time jobs to participate, and that a light 
dinner would be provided.  The Council seemed very receptive to this meeting idea and said at 
least one meeting would be in the evening per year to accommodate Mr. Monaco’s work conflicts.  
The meeting would be best in October before the holiday season, and the group picked a 
tentative date of Thursday, October 15 as a hold the date while we confirm there are no Mayors 
and Managers meetings or other conflicts. 
 
The Watershed Coordinator next provided an annual report to the Council for the 2014 PIPE 
Program Accomplishments (handout available here).  Ms. Posius then updated the group that the 
Annual 2014 PIPE Reports were delivered to all 9 communities with the 2015 Outreach Strategy 
on February 27. She then went over the PIPE Committee approved 2015 PIPE Program Work 
Plan highlighting the 2015 theme and several watershed wide activities planned (link to work plan 
here).  When discussing the watershed stream naming effort, Charles Sawyer updated the group 
that he is collecting maps and historic information for the unnamed tributaries remaining in Euclid 
Creek.  For example the tributary running through Highland Heights could be called Bishop Creek 
since the first knows settlers were the Bishop Family.  Mr. Sawyer and Ms. Posius will take any 
proposed stream names out to the watershed community for thoughts and feedback.  Mr. 
Blackley noted that South Euclid has a history book that might include anecdotal names and that 
Rainbow Creek, by Rainbow Babies and Children has been given that anecdotal name, but is 
mostly culverted. 
 
Ms. Posius next discussed the 2014 Watershed Council annual work plan summary (click here for 
link) in attendees’ packets, but mentioned it as the completed work plan report to show their 
mayor, city council to see accomplishments of the program.  She went over a few highlights since 
the October meeting, like the Targeted Habitat Restoration Grant proposal submitted in 
December and awarded in February 2015.  She concluded with the fact that 931 volunteers had 
contributed 2,185 hours to the program – a monetary value of nearly $50,000!   
 
The Watershed Coordinator presented the 2015 work plan to the Council and went over changes 
to the work plan or updates noted in blue text since the October meeting (work plan link here).  
She updated the group on the Riparian Tree Buffer program status; the Targeted Habitat 
Restoration Grant; Mr. Blackley mentioned that there might be a Nine Mile Creek planting; Social 
media efforts; Cleveland Metroparks grants and projects – including the bridge over Euclid Creek 
in Wildwood Park which should be done in June, and Ms. Coffman updated the group on the trail 
connecting Wildwood and Euclid Creek Reservation and how a spring public meeting showing 
proposed routes is planned; and the Watershed Collaboration of watershed groups will continue 
looking for efficiencies and ways to share services in 2015 and into the future.  Mr. Swetel made 
a motion to approve the 2015 ECWC Annual Work Plan as proposed and Mr. Metzung seconded 
the motion.  All members accepted the 2015 work plan.   
 
The 2015 Technical Committee was discussed next.  Ms. Posius told the group that in between 
Northeast Ohio Stormwater Training Council meetings going over the new MS4 Permit (e.g. April 
7 training on TMDL’s and how to incorporate into SWMP), there will be a summer/fall meeting to 
go over the watershed friendly stream maintenance guide and other possible topics include 
discussing BMPs and long term O&M issues we’re seeing a few years after installation.  
 
Paul Kovalcik of NEORSD let the Council know that they have not heard a ruling from the Ohio 
Supreme Court on the stalled Stormwater Program to date.  All of the briefings have been 
submitted and they are waiting for a decision. 
 
The next Watershed Council meeting was scheduled tentatively for July 9 to see the green 
infrastructure project and improvements at Greenwood Farm in Richmond Heights.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 am.  

http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/pipe2014workplanfinalreport.pdf
http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/pipe2015workplanmarchupdate2.pdf
http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/pipe2015workplanmarchupdate2.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EC_CommitteeMtgs/ECWC/2013WatershedCouncilWorkPlan_final.pdf
http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/pipe2015workplanmarchupdate2.pdf
http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/pipe2015workplanmarchupdate2.pdf
http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/ecwc2015workplan.pdf
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Minutes compiled by Claire Posius, Watershed Coordinator 
 
A tour of the Euclid Wastewater Treatment Plant followed the meeting.  Jeremiah Swetel 
gave the group a tour of the existing facility, which receives waste from several upstream 
communities like Willoughby Hills, Wickliffe, Willowick, and portions of Richmond Heights, South 
Euclid, etc.  Mr. Swetel discussed upcoming improvements required by US EPA to reduce 
sewage and contaminated stormwater runoff from entering the creeks and Lake Erie in large 
storm events. The City, through loans and ratepayer increases, is investing millions to upgrade 
the WWTP, storm sewers and combined sewer overflows throughout the City. The tour focused 
on the WWTP upgrades and expansion, including new relief sewers to increase storage capacity, 
that in current weather patterns, wastewater bypasses treatment when large storm events ensue.  
These overflows will be reduced from dozens of times a year down to four or less after 
improvements are completed. 
 

 
 

 


