
Euclid Creek Watershed Council Minutes 
July 10, 2014, Cleveland Metroparks Acacia Reservation, Lyndhurst 

 
Present: Thom Evans (Highland Heights); Jeff Filarski (Lyndhurst); Rick Glady, ECWC Vice 
Chair (Lyndhurst); Jennifer Heard (Cleveland); Jeff Jowett (NEORSD); Dan Knecht (Euclid); 
Constance Hausman (Cleveland Metroparks); Doug Metzung (Mayfield Village); Claire Posius, 
ECWC Secretary (Watershed Coordinator); David Roche (Richmond Heights); Jeremiah Swetel 
(Euclid); and Mayor Welo (South Euclid).  

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:09 am. 
   
The Vice Chair called the meeting to order and Mayor Welo then moved to approve the minutes 
from the March 2014 Council meeting and Mr. Metzung seconded the motion.  The minutes were 
approved by the Council. 
 

Constance Hausman, Plant and Restoration Ecologist with Cleveland Metroparks, discussed the 
ecological restoration plan for restoring the former golf course.  Ms. Hausman went over 
consultant Biohabitats’ restoration plan process and explained the recommendations for 
maximizing ecological services on the site surrounded by urban development and impacted by 
polluted storm water runoff.  Recommendations include: adding riparian habitat and controlling 
invasives along Euclid Creek; restoring Euclid Creek in several areas; forest enhancement; 
daylighting Euclid Creek; pond edge enhancement; wetland restoration; converting fairways to 
native meadows; upgrading maintenance facility for potential plant nursery for Metroparks 
planting efforts; and, storm water management.  Mr. Glady asked if the dam, owned and 
maintained by City of Lyndhurst at the site can be declassified.  Mr. Filarski tried years ago but 
could not get it declassified due to issues related to Richmond Road.  Ms. Hausman notes that 
they removed a pool on site and have less impervious surface, but they do not plan on reducing 
parking along Cedar if a new entrance is constructed off of Richmond because the parking is 
needed.  Mr. Roche asked what level of monitoring they’re doing to show rate of improvement 
over time; Ms. Hausman said they did baseline surveys and nutrient analysis, but they know there 
is mercury in the soil, so that’s the biggest long term water quality issue.  Metroparks is installing 
a flow meter at the site this summer.  Mr. Glady expressed his appreciation at the conservation 
project, especially for downstream communities.  Mr. Glady asked how they would be restoring 
the forest; Ms. Hausman said through allowing existing seedlings to group through not mowing 
and targeted plantings.  Ms. Welo recommended having a program to allow people to purchase a 
tree in memory of a loved one to help reforest Acacia; Richmond Heights does this with flower 
baskets added Mr. Roche.  To see the full Acacia Restoration plan, click here.  
 
Ms. Posius went over the Euclid Creek Watershed Council Work Plan updates, first updating the 
group on restoration and conservation projects (detailed Work Plan updates attached to meeting 
minutes – scroll down).  Discussion ensued about the Mayfair Lake restoration and potential 
rethinking/scaling back project to notch out dam and restore incrementally.  Mr. Filarski 
mentioned that residents may not like muddy condition left in between notching events, to which 
Ms. Posius said efforts would be needed to stabilize soil in between and that this is a very 
conceptual plan/idea at this stage.  When updating the group on the South Euclid permeable 
paver project, Mayor Welo said they have reduced their use of salt on the parking lot and that the 
only issue has been women getting high heels stuck in the paver gaps.  Ms. Posius is assisting 
Euclid with green infrastructure educational signage at the Shore Cultural Center for a 2012 
funded SWIF project.  Ms. Posius then went over the PIPE Committee Work Plan / 2014 events 
series highlighting significant events (detailed PIPE Work Plan available here).  Lastly she let the 
group know that a technical committee meeting would most likely be held in the fall to go over 
changes to the Phase 2, NPDES permit requirements.  
 
Mr. Jowett, NEORSD Watershed Team Leader, gave the group an update on the Stormwater 
Program Supreme Court case, which should have a ruling by the end of the year.  Olmsted Falls 
and Cleveland Heights pulled out of the opposition group of communities on the case.  The 
Watershed Team is busy conducting stream inventories which should have problem 
areas/recommendations identified by Spring. 
 
 

http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/files/resources/acaciaecologicalrestorationmasterplan2014.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/files/assets/pipe2014workplanaugustupdate.pdf


The next Watershed Council meeting is scheduled for October 23 at the Highland Heights 
Community Center. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 am.  
 
The meeting was followed by a short tour of Acacia Reservation to see the section of Euclid 
Creek that is proposed for restoration. 
 

Minutes compiled by Claire Posius, Watershed Coordinator 
 
 
 
 


