
Euclid Creek Watershed Council Minutes 
July 9, 2015, Greenwood Farm, Richmond Heights 

 
Present: Benjamin Bean (Richmond Heights Intern); Christel Best (Richmond Heights); Andy 
Blackley (South Euclid); Thom Evans (Highland Heights); Jennifer Heard (Cleveland); Don 
Kerniskey (Richmond Heights); Paul Kovalcik (NEORSD/presenter); Roy Larick (Euclid 
resident/presenter); Gary Leinweber (Euclid); Ken Messinger-Rapport (FOEC/Highland Heights); 
Claire Posius, ECWC Secretary (Watershed Coordinator); Mayor David Roche, ECWC Vice 
Chair (Richmond Heights); Charles Sawyer (Lyndhurst resident/presenter); Valerie Stevenson 
(Richmond Heights); Chris Vild, ECWC Chair (Beachwood); and, Esther West (Cleveland 
Metroparks). 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:09 am. 
   
The Chair called the meeting to order and Mayor Roche then moved to approve the minutes from 
the March 19, 2015 Council meeting and Mr. Vild seconded the motion.  The minutes were 
approved by the Council. 
 

Paul Kovalcik, NEORSD Stormwater Projects Specialist, discussed the Stormwater Inspection 
and Inventory (SII) project completed in Euclid Creek last fall.  Mr. Kovalcik updated the group 
that the state Supreme Court has still not ruled on NEORSD’s halted Stormwater Program.  For 
the SII project, NEORSD is walking 300 miles of streams in their service area; just the open / 
above ground sections.  The process is to verify and update a GIS map asset database.  While in 
the field they inventory transportation crossings (inlets/outlets), measure culverts and identify the 
condition of the infrastructure.  They note erosion problems, debris jams, engineered bank 
protection and the condition of that protection, and record water quality issues.  If they note a 
water quality issue they notify their Water Quality Surveillance Staff (WQIS) to track the issue to 
its source.  Conditions are noted for each observation, but only fair, poor or critical observations 
are recorded as they all require some form of follow up.  Any water quality issue is deemed 
‘critical’ and is followed up on quickly.  NEORSD is allowed in the stream to maintain the regional 
system.  There was discussion by the Council on who can access streams and if City’s are 
allowed.  Each City Law Director interprets the law differently, so each community would need to 
consult with their law director.  Mr. Kovalcik is the field crew lead for the entire SII project and he 
explained the process and structure; that after they walk a stream their GIS Staff helps upload 
photos for each observation; then any waterway blockages or infrastructure issues go to 
NEORSD’s Stormwater Inspection Maintenance (SWIM) group and water quality issues go to the 
Water Quality and Industrial Surveillance team.  If the problem is out of NEORSD’s service area / 
ability to fix, they notify the community of the issue directly for them to handle.  Mayor Roche 
asked how NEORSD’s GIS system is tying into other mapping systems regionally and he asked if 
there was overlap in mapping regionally.   Mr. Kovalcik said that their system is not tied to other 
systems, and is not a duplicate of other efforts underway by partner agencies, but is 
complementary – he hopes these GIS systems can be tied together in the future.  Mr. Kovalcik 
next showed the group a demonstration of the GIS system, showing specific areas in Euclid 
Creek and observations they had in the field, and there was discussion about recent rain events 
and Mr. Evans noted that Highland Heights’ 3 in-line basins all flooding in the June 27 storm.  To 
date this GIS system is accessible to the Watershed Coordinator as she is using it as additional 
data for her current AOC habitat planning grant.  To see Mr. Kovalcik’s presentation, click on the 
.pdf here.     
 
Roy Larick, local archeologist who founded the Bluestone Heights group and works on watershed 
issues in City of Euclid, gave a presentation on the history of the East Branch of Euclid Creek and 
Greenwood Farm.  The Bluestone Brooks are a radial collective watershed that is centered at 
Lyman Circle in Shaker Heights and radiates to 6 watershed stream systems – the Euclid Creek, 
Doan Brook, Dugway Brook Nine Mile Creek, Pepper Creek and Mill Creek (it also includes 
smaller streams like Kingsbury Run, Willey Creek, Bear Creek, etc.).  Mr. Larick explained the 
geological substrate and that right upstream of Greenwood Farm is the Euclid bluestone terrace 
that carves into the ravine, and runs over the Euclid bluestone (bedrock deposited 360 million 
years ago).  Glaciers moved in and out of the region carving out the topography of Euclid Creek 
and the Bluestone Brooks which run between the Cuyahoga and the Chagrin Rive watersheds.  
As the glaciers retreated they stopped and created the ‘Defiance’ formation near Beachwood; 

http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/neorsdstreaminspinventoryeuclidcreekecwc070915s.pdf
http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/neorsdstreaminspinventoryeuclidcreekecwc070915s.pdf


another stall created the Euclid Moraine dumping debris; then another stall created the 
Painesville moraine; then 12,000 years ago, Niagara Falls drained much of the water and 
terraces of the Bluestone bedrock terrace formed.  If the Euclid Moraine hadn’t formed, the E/W 
flowing East Branch of Euclid Creek would not have formed and all of the N/S tributaries leading 
to the East Branch (e.g. Claribel and Stevenson in Richmond Heights) would have flowed directly 
to Lake Erie through the City of Euclid.   Mr. Larick described the many ‘nickpoints’ or waterfalls 
that have migrated upstream over thousands of years.  Mr. Larick invited the Council to his July 
25

th
 Blue Rock Tour from 2-4pm, a 2 mile hike and talk.  Click here to see Mr. Larick’s 

presentation.  
 
Charles Sawyer, a Lyndhurst resident and watershed enthusiast, presented on his research 
project for naming unnamed creeks in the Euclid Creek watershed.  Richmond Heights went 
through the formal stream naming process in 2009 and had the names formally registered with 
the United States Geologic Survey’s US Board of Geographic Names – a formal process for 
naming streams.  The main communities in the watershed with unnamed tributaries are Highland 
Heights, Lyndhurst and South Euclid and a few streams are in Willoughby Hills and Pepper Pike.  
Mr. Sawyer displayed a watershed map and showed the group some initial ideas for names; the 
stream that runs through the Highland Heights community park area could be named ‘Bishop 
Creek’ after the historic landowner and road name; or the creek near Miner road could be called 
Miner Creek; in Lyndhurst, a main tributary that runs under City Hall and Schaeffer park has been 
anecdotally called Euclidville Creek (what Lyndhurst was historically supposed to be named), 
Rick Glady, Lyndhurst Service Director told Mr. Sawyer.  Or Mr. Blackley mentioned Rainbow 
Creek, a South Euclid tributary that ran under the former Rainbow Babies and Children hospital; 
and Liberty Creek that runs behind City Hall.  Mr. Messinger Rapport said the USGS prefers 
streams be named after natural features and then historic names and that there is a whole 
process they recommend following that Mr. Sawyer said he’ll follow.  And Mr. Larick agreed that 
naming a stream after a natural feature is preferred, like Redstone Run in Richmond Heights; or 
to find the earliest name associated with a landowner.  He also mentioned that shorter, 1-2 
syllable names are more effective than names more than 3 syllables.  The whole process will 
include public meetings in each community with Mr. Sawyer and Ms. Posius gaining community 
input on stream name ideas.  At the end of the process, each City needs to fully endorse the new 
names through Council Resolution.     
 
Ms. Posius went over the Euclid Creek Watershed Council Work Plan updates, first updating the 
group on restoration and conservation projects (detailed Work Plan update link here).  She 
quickly touched on the Riparian Tree Buffer program and distribution events where a mix of 
native trees/shrubs were given to 109 residents to plant along their section of Euclid Creek in 
early May.  She talked about the Lacustrine wetland new drainage issue; the Watershed-
Friendly Stream Maintenance Manual is complete (link to report here) and a training will be 
scheduled with the Technical Committee in August/Sept. (meeting poll to go out shortly); grant 
opportunities were highlighted; technical assistance calls have increased with recent flooding / 
wet June; and she update the group on Cleveland mailing of the draft Riparian Setback 
Ordinance letter sent out to streamside property owners and Ms. Heard updated the group that it 
should go to Cleveland City Council in July.  Ms. Posius highlighted the recent Cleveland 
Waterfront Coalition award of $10,000 to Friends of Euclid Creek (FOEC) and how a portion will 
go toward the Watershed Coordinator’s salary and a portion toward projects and watershed 
festival 2016 planning/implementation.  Other highlights include: Metroparks is planning 
reservation specific planning update meetings in September, and Ms. West update the group that 
the Metroparks applied to NOACA for funding for the first section of trail to connect Wildwood to 
Euclid Creek Reservation and the timeframe is 2021.  Ms. Posius next promoted the Eastside 
Greenway Initiative’s last public meeting, to be held on Tuesday, July 21 (meeting details here).  
Ms. Posius then went over the PIPE Committee Work Plan / 2015 events series highlighting 
significant events (detailed PIPE Work Plan available here) –she highlighted the Day in the Life of 
Euclid Creek event coming up Saturday, July 18 and encouraged Councilmembers to attend 
portions of the day of interest (more details here).   
 
The next Watershed Council meeting is the first combined meeting of the groups working in the 
Watershed and is scheduled for October 15 from 5-7pm at the Mayfield Library. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 am.  
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The meeting was followed by a tour of Greenwood Farm.  A Greenwood Farm Volunteer, Don 
O’Donnell, explained the history of Greenwood Farm, discussed the Green Infrastructure project 
and then Roy Larick walked the group through the property showing off the geology previously 
discussed at the meeting.   
 
 

Minutes compiled by Claire Posius, Watershed Coordinator 
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