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Euclid Creek PIPE Committee Meeting Minutes 
March 7, 2014       9:00 am – 11:15 am      Henn Mansion, Euclid 

 
Present:  
Judy Dearden, Highland Heights; Megan Dunleavy, CCBH; Al Hess, Highland Heights; Dan Knecht, 
Euclid; Yalinda Moore, Cleveland WPC; Joe Newman, Mayfield Heights; Claire Posius, Cuyahoga 
SWCD; Jeremiah Swetel, Euclid; Chris Vild, Beachwood; and, Marilyn and Don Wilson, Richmond 
Heights. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am   

 
1. October 2013 meeting minutes & 2014 Board Roster. The Watershed Coordinator discussed 

the first item in the handouts, the October 2013 meeting minutes, and asked the PIPE 
Committee members let her know if they have edits.  No changes were discussed.  Ms. Posius 
next discussed the 2014 PIPE Committee Roster and asked if there were any edits, to which 
Ms. Dunleavy stated that she would be the representative for CCBH and to take Jennifer off the 
list.   

 
2. 2013 PIPE Reports / 2013 Program Accomplishments. The Watershed Coordinator updated 

the Committee that the PIPE Annual reports for Ohio EPA are due April 1 and that she already 
completed and delivered reports to the communities by February 28.  If anyone would like a 
digital version, she asked that people let her know or email her the request.  She then gave the 
Committee two handouts with the 2013 Watershed Council and PIPE Committee’s completed 
work plans highlighting program successes for the year (handouts available upon request).   
 

3. 2014 Outreach Strategy / 2014 Work Plan Review and Approval.  The Watershed 
Coordinator then went over the draft 2014 Outreach Strategy (handout available upon request) 
with the Committee discussing the theme of ‘Keep Your Yard Green and Our Waters Clean’.  
There were minor changes to language; otherwise, most of the strategy was the same as years 
before.  The group approved the Outreach Strategy for 2014, but the Coordinator asked that 
committee members provide edits as soon as possible if they find that changes are needed. 
 
The Coordinator then went through the Event Series which is the 2014 PIPE Work Plan 
(handout here).  She passed out a “Green isn’t Always Good!” brochure which includes a 
calendar of when to perform yard maintenance for a green yard – as an example of information 
that will be distributed in 2014 to line up with the theme.  The NEO PIPE group is developing a 
2015 calendar based on this brochure as well.   
 
When going over Cleveland outreach items, Ms. Moore said that if we ever have trouble 
covering an event in Cleveland, to let her know because she or WPC staff might be able to help 
us (thanks for the offer Yalinda!).   Ms. Dearden mentioned that there is a lot of plastic debris in 
the riparian zone by the Richmond Heights Post Office – she or Ms. Posius will follow up to see 
if they can organize a cleanup here.  And Mr. Newman asked if the group could get copies of 
the Euclid Creek Watershed Council minutes to share with their Cities.  Ms. Posius said all 
meeting handouts and minutes are on the website (click here for weblink) but that she will email 
them to the PIPE Committee after meetings.  Ms. Dearden suggested contacting the Euclid 
Middle School teachers we met at the last FOEC meeting about the Euclid City Hall rain garden;   
 
Items added or discussed by the committee include: Cleveland – add the Collinwood Painted 
Rain Barrel show and dates, Add World Water Day event at the Aquarium (Drink Local Drink 
Tap Initiative) on March 20; Mayfield Heights community Unity Day (August 8, 9, and 10) and 
Highland Heights Community Day is July 26.  
 
The Committee verbally approved the 2014 Work Plan for the Watershed Coordinator to 
implement.      

http://cuyahogaswcd.org/files/assets/2014euclidcreekoutreacheventsworkplan.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/euclid-creek/about-us/euclid-creek-watershed-council
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The Coordinator next discussed the Community Specific Watershed Maps.  She passed out the 
fact sheets and asked Committee members to review and email her new projects to add to 
update these maps (e.g. change Acacia Golf course to Acacia Reservation in Lyndhurst’s).  She 
also asked for communities to let her know if they want the large scale map laminated and 
mounted on poster board.  And for communities to let her know if they want more than one map 
(she has a budget to purchase 1 per community).     
  

4. Quarterly Articles, Euclid Creek Newsletter and Website. The Coordinator discussed with 
the Committee articles for 2014 and how the content of each will relate to the annual theme.  
Ms. Wilson thought a good article would be about the Redstone Run Highland Reserve as the 
Mayor did not seem to know much about the project in a recent Council meeting.  Ms. Posius 
thought that would be a great idea to put in the display at Richmond Heights and agreed with 
Ms. Dearden to put it in the Sun Messenger as well.  The Coordinator encouraged the 
Committee to email her article ideas whenever they think of topics related to the theme or of 
watershed interest. 

 
The Coordinator talked about the Newsletter and a backlog of articles she has in the queue.  
Ms. Dearden thought an article about the importance of macroinvertebrates at telling the water 
quality story was a good one to include in an upcoming newsletter.   
She updated the group on the status of the new website (which is slow) and that it should be 
done by summer. 

 
5. Volunteer Monitoring Report.  Ms. Posius then went over the newly released Volunteer 

Monitoring Report and went over the trends.  Phosphorus and conductivity (road salt) are the 
two most pressing issues with water quality in the watershed.  Ms. Dearden asked if higher level 
monitoring for fertilizers or pesticides was going to be included into program every 2-5 years.  
The Coordinator said that macroinvertebrates are a good indicator of pollution tolerance, so in 
areas where habitat is good and macros are highly pollution tolerant, that this type of monitoring 
may be helpful.  Mr. Hartman also asked if we had looked at modeling programs like Althea to 
get source information based on monitoring data (e.g. if you know phosphorous is an issue, you 
can generally identify where sources are from model based on land uses).  Ms. Posius said 
she’d look into that with monitoring partners.  A Committee member asked if cities are getting 
more receptive to reducing fertilizer use, to which Mr. Swetel said Euclid passed a resolution to 
prohibit fertilizer use on public properties.  Ms. Posius said that some are and some are not, but 
that this would make a good newsletter article promoting Euclid and other communities’ 
resolutions.  Ms. Moore mentioned that a big issue she sees in Cleveland is people connecting 
washers to sump pumps in older homes that have not separated their storm and sanitary.  Mr. 
Swetel said that this is a building code requirement, but Ms. Dunleavey said that this is a 
problem in older homes where a point of sale does not trigger updating separation.  People are 
required to do so, but can get away with not separating if they don’t do improvements that 
require permits and inspections that would possibly trigger an update.  A discussion ensued 
about cloths washing detergents, which now mostly do not have phosphorous, but some dish 
washing detergents do include phosphorous.    
 
Ms. Wilson asked for extra copies of the report for Greenwood Farm, and Judy wanted copies 
for schools.   
 

6. Other Activities/Interest.  No other items were discussed. 
 

7. The next meeting was set for Friday, October 17 at 9:00am in Mayfield Village followed by a 
tour of a trail and restoration project.   
 

8. Tour.  The group next heard a presentation by Jeremiah Swetel, City of Euclid Assistant Public 
Service Director, about the City of Euclid’s Sims Park Fishing Pier and Trails plan (link to plan 

http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/files/assets/simsparkfishingpeirtrailsplan.pdf
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here) and elements of interest to the PIPE Committee.  The fishing pier was completed in 2013 
and includes a 75’ extension of the pier (cost $1.7 million of which a portion was paid through 
grants and a portion by the City).  Plans for the remainder of the Waterfront Plan include 
daylighting 200 linear feet of Moss Point next to the new Pier; restoring a large section of the 
beach between the pier and the proposed marina with native dune plants while installing ‘beach 
cells’ to prevent shoreline erosion for which engineering and design was recently initiated.  Ohio 
EPA will be in town in April to discuss these portions of the plan.  Mr. Swetel reported that 
pedestrian traffic in Sims Park has tripled since the pier was constructed.  The group remaining 
went on a short walk to the pier and the meeting was adjourned at its completion. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 am  
 
Minutes prepared by Claire Posius, Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator 
 

http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/files/assets/simsparkfishingpeirtrailsplan.pdf
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Follow up: 
 Ms. Dearden - lot of plastic debris in the riparian zone by the Richmond Heights 

Post Office – she or Ms. Posius will follow up to see if they can organize a cleanup 
here.   

 
 Mr. Newman asked if the group could get copies of the Euclid Creek Watershed 

Council minutes to share with their Cities.  Ms. Posius said all meeting handouts and 
minutes are on the website (click here for weblink) but that she will email them to the 
PIPE Committee after meetings.   

 
 NEWSLETTER / ¼ ARTICLE IDEAS: 
 Redstone Run article – tie to hike in ? Ms. Wilson thought a good article would be 

about the Redstone Run Highland Reserve as the Mayor did not seem to know much 
about the project in a recent Council meeting.  Ms. Posius thought that would be a great 
idea to put in the display at Richmond Heights. 

o Ms. Posius thought that would be a great idea to put in the display at Richmond 
Heights and agreed with Ms. Dearden to put it in the Sun Messenger as well.   

 A Committee member asked if cities are getting more receptive to reducing fertilizer use 
to which Mr. Swetel said Euclid passed a resolution to prohibit fertilizer use on public 
properties (find resolution).  Ms. Posius said that some are and some are not, but that 
this would make a good newsletter article promoting Euclid and other communities’ 
resolutions. 

 Ms. Dearden thought an article about the importance of macroinvertebrates at telling 
the water quality story was a good one to include in an upcoming newsletter.   
 

 Monitoring suggestion - Mr. Hartman also asked if we had looked at modeling 
programs like Althea to generally get source information based on monitoring data (e.g. 
if you know phosphorous is an issue, you can generally identify where sources are from 
model based on land uses).  Ms. Posius said she’d look into that with monitoring 
partners. 
 

 
 Watershed Map – Newman also asked if communiteis could get more than 1 map – 

yes, but program only paying for 1 (~60) 
 

 Euclid Rain Garden – potential involvement project at City Hall with Euclid Schools 
(Contact Euclid Middle School teachers to see if interested in participating) – do this in 
Spring before school ends to plan for Fall 

 
 

http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/ECWatershed%20Council.htm

