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Euclid Creek PIPE Committee Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2014    9:00 am – 11:00 am      Mayfield Village Civic Center 

Present:  
Judy Dearden, Highland Heights; Heather Grisez, CCBH; Al Hess, Highland Heights; Susan Jerome, 
Mayfield Village; Ken Messinger-Rapport, Highland Heights; Doug Metzung, Mayfield Village; Yalinda 
Moore, Cleveland WPC; Joe Newman, Mayfield Heights; Claire Posius, Cuyahoga SWCD; Charles 
Sawyer, Lyndhurst; Patti Schnell, South Euclid; Frank Skala, Highland Heights; Sarah Sutton, CCBH; 
Jeremiah Swetel, Euclid; Chris Vild, Beachwood; and, Nate Wilkes, Cleveland WPC. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am   

 
The Watershed Coordinator discussed the first item in the handouts, the March 2014 meeting 
minutes, and asked the PIPE Committee members let her know if they have edits.  No changes 
were discussed. 

 
1. 2014 Outreach Project Updates and Upcoming Activities. Ms. Posius updated the group on 

projects and the grant status of several projects, including the E. 185th Spillway project 
feasibility study (applied for OWDA R&D grant for match needed); the Bishop Road property 
acquisition – and planting; Euclid-Briardale Golf Course potential project; Riparian Tree Buffer 
Program; Ohio EPA SWIF funded projects in South Euclid and Mayfield Heights, both under 
construction; and, update on NEORSD Stormwater program litigation status.  
 
The Watershed Coordinator then went over the Event Series/Work Plan and discussed all of the 
events that have happened since the last meeting and upcoming events in 2014 (see Work Plan 
attached to minutes, link here).  Topics of discussion included: 
 Mr. Vild updated the group that 2015 Beachwood Entrovation is cancelled in lieu of the 

Beachwood Centennial and a new effort where residents/businesses are sponsoring beech 
leaves (like guitars) and painting/displaying them.  And Tinkers Creek Watershed festival will 
be in Beachwood next year, probably 3rd Saturday in September.  

 Mr. Newman suggested having an Advisory group providing input with the Watershed 
Collaboration effort. 

 Ms. Dearden gave the update on the Great Lake Erie Boat Float and the great collaboration. 
 Mr. Swetel gave the update on the Shore Cultural Center SWIF Green Infrastructure project 

and signage provided by Watershed Coordinator. 
 Regarding the Highland Heights planting – metal was scrapped; Ms. Sutton suggested cow 

blood for keeping deer away from plantings; Committee was interested in getting plant list 
(resources now on Rain Garden/Native Plants page, click here for resources); Mr. Vild 
mentioned that ODNR also has a list of deer resistant plants as well.   

 Regarding the Fosters Run project damaged by the August storm, much discussion ensued 
about recent storms (e.g. Vild said that Beachwood had 3, 50 year storms 3 months in a 
row) and storm intensity and severity and the fact this could be the new norm.  Engineers 
need to design for these new storms, otherwise valuable infrastructure will be damaged 
regularly.  Ms. Schnell said a water main broke on Anderson Road; Ms. Moore said two 
sewers explosively blew up due to pressure from two storm events; and Mr. Skala said 50 
year storm events not reflecting reality any more.   

 Mr. Skala updated the group on the Greenwood Farm family fun fest which showcased the 
recent Green Infrastructure project.  It was great weather, 150 people participated, lots of 
booths, a hike were activities during the day.   

 Mr. Newman reminded Ms. Posius to send out the Watershed Council meeting minutes with 
next correspondence.   

 
The Watershed Coordinator will work in detail with each community on the Watershed Map in 
the next two months.  And Ms. Posius passed out the 2015 Calendars and asked if anyone ran 
out and needed more (South Euclid, Beachwood and Highland Hts. Green Task Force could 
use more).  And Ms. Posius included storm water articles 1-3 for the Committee’s files. 

http://www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/files/assets/pipe2014workplanoctoberupdate.pdf
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/rain-gardens-native-plants
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2. Outreach Planning for 2015.  Ms. Posius went over the 2015 education theme which will be 
related to native plants, healthy soils and cover crops (Mr. Sawyer suggested the slogan ‘Go 
Native!’).  She then went over potential activities.  South Euclid and Cleveland would like Green 
Cleaning Workshops.  Ms. Jerome suggested yard signs promoting ‘green/natural lawns’ as an 
idea for an education campaign (like Chemlawn warning signs, but promoting safe lawns).  Ms. 
Dearden talked about Cleveland Sustainability, Year of Zero Waste and Ms. Posius gave an 
update on the 2015 Year of Water and how the Watershed Collaboration Group is coordinating 
on outreach with group.  For Highland Heights, a cleanup at the Dusty Goldenrod site was 
discussed and Mr. Vild suggested getting Jim Bissell from Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
to site to give suggestions (e.g. would milkweed outcompete Dusty Goldenrod?).  Mr. Skala 
asked if ATVs were still impacting site, trail evident from google earth.  Ms. Posius and Mr. Hess 
have not heard of any ATV damage to the site since posting the no ATV signs.  Mr. Rapport 
asked if pond restoration project at Mayfield High School had progressed, to which Ms. Posius 
responded that she has not discussed the project with the new Superintendent and that the 
price tag ($500,000), makes it a tough project to get funded.  Ms. Moore said restoration 
projects, especially Green Infrastructure, seem inflated, to which Mr. Vild stated that once the 
practices become more mainstream that that will drive the cost down.   
 

3. Euclid Creek Website. The Coordinator briefly discussed the new website saying that while it is 
online, there are still bugs to work out.  She encouraged everyone to please check it out and let 
her know how it’s functioning.  She will roll out the new website in the New Year when it is in a 
more polished state.   
 

4. Other Activities/Interest & Announcements.  Mr. Vild announced the Beachwood 
Streams tour coming up this Sunday, October 19 from 1-3pm meeting at the 
Beachwood City Park East (parking lot off Eastbound Shaker Blvd.).   
 

5. Next meeting.  Ms. Moore would like the next meeting to be held in Cleveland at the 
Collinwood Recreation Center to showcase the Green Infrastructure project.  Yalinda 
will check and see if it’s available March 13 or 20 or another Friday in March.  The 
Committee’s general consensus is that two meetings and one update a year is good 
and we should continue with that schedule.   
 

6. Tour of Mayfield Village Greenway Corridor Project by Service Director, Doug Metzung.  
Mr. Metzung took the group on a tour of 1 mile of the 2 mile trail.  The project planning began in 
1999 and most properties were donated to the Village and Progressive worked closely with the 
City on siting the trail through their property.  Only one property owner caused issues in the 
project which is amazing with a project of that scale.  The trail traverses behind businesses, 
through woods and connects the Civic Center, Center School, playgrounds, Cuyahoga county’s 
new Mayfield Branch Library with the final destination of the North Chagrin Reservation of the 
Metroparks.  At 11:30am we saw many people using the trail and expect it gets a lot of use on 
evenings and weekends and will be popular for nearby businesses employees to use during 
work breaks.  This project is an amazing amenity and a big win for Mayfield Village.   
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Photos from tour: bioretention next to trail (upper left); trail nestled between two parking lots (above 
right); trail bridge over Chagrin tributary. 
 

 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am  
 
Minutes prepared by Claire Posius, Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator 
 


