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Please join Friends of Euclid Creek, Cleveland Metroparks 

Watershed Volunteer Program and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 

District for our 4th Annual A Day in the Life of 

Euclid Creek—a free family friendly event.   
 

On July 15 from 9am – 2:30pm, take a trip 

downstream with us to check in on Euclid 

Creek and the aquatic life that calls it home.  

Explore all or part of the day.   

9 – 10am @ Acacia Reservation  

 Water Quality Quest kick-off     

 Water testing demo and activities     

 Behind-the-scenes restoration hike  
 

10:45 – 11:45am @ Highland Heights 

Community Park 

 Aquatic invertebrate sampling   

 Dusty Goldenrod Preserve & plant ID hike  
 

12:30 – 1:15pm @ Wildwood Park  

 Fish sampling and activities       

 Wetland restoration tour 
 

1:15 - 2:30pm @ Wildwood Park 

Let’s gather to celebrate Euclid Creek with: 

 Lunch           Centennial dessert 

 Music           Giveaways and exhibitors 

 Games         Water Quality Quest wrap-up 

 Info on ways to keep Euclid Creek healthy 

 Raffle      
 

Come get involved, observe and celebrate the Euclid Creek 

watershed!  Register online by July 1 at clevelandmetroparks.com or 

call 440-473-3370. For questions, email 

wvpinfo@clevelandmetroparks.com.  

Water-Carving, Welsh Woods-Euclid Creek Res. by Susanne Sande 

Each year, a dedicated group of volunteer 

monitors sample six sites in the Euclid 

Creek watershed measuring physical and 

chemical water quality parameters in the 

creek.  This data helps us understand 

water quality trends in Euclid Creek and is 

critical to understanding issues in the 

creek ranging from nutrients to road salt.   
 

A huge thanks are in order to Lou Rifici, 

the Program Manager who teaches at Tri-C 

Eastern Campus.   Lou keeps the 

equipment calibrated, trains volunteers 

and coordinates the equipment pick-up 

and drop-off.  His volunteer management 

of the program is invaluable. 

And a massive thanks goes out to our 

2016 Volunteers:  

Lisa Bugenske & Students, Beachwood HS 

Mary K. Evans 

Jerrod Fair 

David Farrell 

Lory Gordon 

Patrick Henry 

Sheila Horowitz 

Lillian Houser 

Dave Muthersbaugh 

Annie Roberto  
 

If you are interested in getting involved 

with our volunteer monitoring effort check 

out our website (address on back page). 

Please Join us for  
            A Day in the Life of Euclid Creek 

Thank You Dedicated Euclid 
Creek Volunteer Monitors 

Mary K. Evans, Lilian Houser 
and Virginia Aveni monitor at 

Euclid Creek Reservation 

2017 Upcoming Meetings & Events  
 

Sat, Apr 22, 10:00am-5:00pm EarthFest 2017, Cuyahoga Co Fairgrounds—visit our Watershed Collaboration table* 

Sat, Apr 22, 10:00am-4:00pm Northeast Ohio Innovative STEM Expo (NOISE), Beachwood High School, expo showcasing STEM  

    principles, more info about the event and speaker at www.noiseexpo.com 

Fri, Apr 28, 9:30am-12:30pm Arbor Day Tree Planting, Wildwood Park, Cleve. RSVP: 440-331-8205 or LFB@clevelandmetroparks.com  

Wed, May 3, 7:00-9:00pm  FOEC/Highland Heights Green Task Force meeting on Wind Energy, Highland Heights Community Cntr.  

Sat, May 20, 10:00am-noon        Wildwood Park Spring Cleanup Day, Euclid Creek Reservation-Wildwood Park, Cleveland 

   Volunteers will help clean up and maintain trees and plants at the  Lacustrine Wetland.  Please RSVP*.  

   Waivers required for participants under 18 years old. 

Tue, Jun 6, 6:30-8:30pm  FOEC Annual Picnic and Elections, East Shore Park Club, Cleveland  

Sat, Jul 15, 9:00am-2:30pm    A Day in the Life of Euclid Creek, Event details above*   

Mon, Aug 7, 6:00-7:30pm  Monday Meetup: What’s Up with FOEC, ECR-Wildwood Park, Cleveland—join us for a tour of the wetland 

    restoration project and to hear what FOEC has going on in 2017!      

*To register or for questions contact the Watershed Coordinator or check the website (contact info on back page). 
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President’s Message, by Ken Messinger-Rapport 
As promised in the prior newsletter, the Board has approved a calendar of 

programs and events that we hope you will find interesting, varied, and 

educational.  Our congratulations on assembling and organizing this schedule 

goes to Chris Vild, Vice-President and his co-volunteers:  Kelly Butauski, Nancy 

Hart, Cheryl Tkach, Patrick Henry and Barb Holtz who serve on the Education 

Committee.    

In fact, the programs have already begun.  On March 7th, our program at the 

Acacia Reservation featured Dr. Eric Schreiber, a Cleveland Clinic radiologist, 

but also an adjunct professor of environmental science at Hiram College.  The 

program on climate change was extremely engaging and informative, and certainly made a convincing case that 

we all need to start changing our habits to take responsibility for reducing our own carbon foot prints, or else our 

lives will be disrupted more and more by nature.  I read a quote recently in a book by Thomas Friedman at the 

outset of a chapter about climate change.   Mr. Friedman who is also not a trained climate scientist, but a 

journalist for the New York Times, quoted:  “God always forgives.  Man often forgives.  Nature never forgives.”  The 

bottom line on climate change is that we are all heading rapidly to the inflection point, the point of no return.  If 

released greenhouse gases grow to exceed 400 parts per million in the atmosphere, a point it has never reached 

before in the history of the planet, then average atmospheric temperatures will regularly rise above 2 degrees 

centigrade.  That will mean more of what we are already seeing:  larger storms, heavier downpours, and wider-

spread more sustained periods of drought.  “Nature never forgives” not even if you dismiss the messenger or deny 

the scientific evidence, the atmosphere is going to grow increasingly unstable.  As droughts, storms and floods 

destroy property, make farming impossible, wipe out downtowns, and drown cities on an ever-larger scale, 

populations will begin to migrate to higher ground, to cities perceived as safer, and to nations perceived as more 

stable.    

In 2015, there were 58 million migrants world-wide, seeking to escape drought and wars in Central Asia, the 

Middle East, and across Africa, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the vast majority of whom 

were internally displaced.  So, even if Mr. Trump does build a wall, it won’t stop what is coming, it won’t prevent 

the displacement of Americans as we will all be affected by fiercer storms, longer droughts, and larger wild fires 

such as the one that burned Gatlinburg, Tennessee this past November.  Which brings me back to my earlier 

point:  the climate science is clear to everyone who takes the time to examine it, and whether that information 

comes from a radiologist who has studied the issue for decades or a journalist who has researched it for a book, 

nobody can undo reality by dismissing the messenger or denying the evidence.  We all need to take responsibility 

to educate ourselves on the facts and the science, and then spread the word to others including those who insist 

on putting their heads in the sand and yelling ‘la,la,la’.  

Dr. Schreiber presentation on Climate Change 

We are saddened to have to relate that Dorothy Fike, one of the founders of the Friends of 

Euclid Creek, passed away on December 29, 2016.  She was 94.  Dorothy graduated from 

Parma High School in 1940.  When her children were grown, Dorothy continued actively 

supporting issues in Euclid and Greater Cleveland organizations.  She held many positions 

with the local League of Women Voters, receiving the Belle Sherwin Award in 2007 for her 

dedication to the Euclid and Cuyahoga County LWV.  She also received the Citizen of the 

Year Award by the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for her environmental work on 

their community board representing the Euclid Creek Watershed.  Dorothy was the first 

recipient of the CitiSun of the Year for Euclid (sponsored by the Sun Newspapers) for her 

dedication to her church, the city and the schools, as she attended all School Board 

Meetings, all City Council meetings and many of the committee meetings, acting as a 

citizen advocate to ensure the best representation to all citizens of Euclid.  She was noted 

in the community as a professional volunteer and advocate.   (Published in The Plain Dealer, Dec. 31, 2016) 

A Very Special Friend of Friends—Dorothy Fike 
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Early spring our eyes head skyward in search of migratory birds and earthward scanning the 

ground for wildflowers and amphibians.  While trees may seem less than exciting, I assure you 

they have been busy awakening to the new season, pumping life from terra to trunk to twig.  

Maples are some of the first trees to flower in spring.  Their yellow-green to reddish-tipped 

branches are reminiscent of fall as buds plump and flowers pop.  Maple flowers lack showy 

blossoms but get the job done all the same displaying pistil and stamen for passing insects. Male 

flowers dangle like fringe while female flowers are stout and clustered.  Depending on the maple, 

male and female flowers may be on the same tree or may not.  However, the sexes are always 

separate, rarely in the same flower. 

While blooming is a welcome sign to pollinators, it means the end of sap collection in the sugar 

bush.  Sugar maples are tapped before bud break in hopes of warm days and cool nights for 

optimum sap flow.  Once buds open, sap may become bitter, a cue for sugaring season to cease. 

Maples abound in natural areas and suburban yards throughout the watershed.  Attune yourself 

to their cycle of life from flower to seed to fall color. And the next time you enjoy a pancake with 

real syrup, tip your hat to nature’s sweetest tree…the sugar maple. 

Watershed Wildlife, by Barb Holtz 

Wed, May 3, 7:00pm—Dr. Lorry Wagner of Lake Erie Energy Dev. Corp. will discuss Wind Energy, Highland Heights Community Center 

Tue, Jun 6, 6:30pm—FOEC Annual Picnic and Elections, East Shore Park Club, Cleveland 

Sat, Jul 15, 9:00am-2:30pm—A Day in the Life of Euclid Creek, event details on page 1*   

Mon, Aug 7, 6:00pm– Monday Meetup: What’s Up with FOEC, Wildwood Park, Cleveland—join us for a tour of the wetland restoration 

project and to hear what FOEC has going on in 2017! 

Upcoming FOEC Meetings / Activities 

Red maple female 

flowers (OH Div. of 

Forestry photo) 

Sugar maple male 

flowers (U of MN 

Extension photo) 

The Trump administration recently released its budget proposal for the environment.  To say that his policy is to 

declare war on the environment is probably over dramatic.  It is more accurate to say it amounts to forcing the 

agencies of the Federal government to put their heads in the sand.  This is more literal than figurative in that 

among the agencies he proposes to defund is the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration which 

provides invaluable satellite data on climate events occurring on Earth—in an obviously ham-handed effort to stifle 

understanding and therefore deny climate change is occurring.  Aside from being fruitless because nature never 

forgives, it is also illegal as Federal law authorizes NOAA to monitor the climate and requires the Executive branch 

to fulfill that mandate.   

In addition, the budget proposes to ignore the mandates of the Clean Water Act, and the Clean Air Act by 

defunding the Environmental Protection Agency and by extension its programs which benefit all of us by protecting 

clean water and clean air, and by providing seed money for restoration projects.  To this end, the Trump 

administration has proposed defunding the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative which funds projects that promote 

and preserve the viability of the largest body of fresh water on the planet.  Fortunately, most if not all of Ohio’s 

Congressional representatives are strongly opposed to this deeply short-sighted, ignorant proposal.  That does not 

mean that full funding for the GLRI is a foregone conclusion.  The benefits of the GLRI to Ohio are manifest:  a 

detailed study by The Brookings Institution found that fully implementing the Great Lakes restoration strategy 

would generate $80 billion to $100 billion in benefits, including: $6.5 billion to $11.8 billion in direct benefits 

from tourism, fishing and recreation; $50 million to $125 million in reduced costs to municipalities; and $12 

billion to $19 billion in increased property values in degraded shoreline areas, including up to $3.7 billion for the 

Cleveland metro area alone.* 

In the effort to restore the Great Lakes and keep them great, the Friends of Euclid Creek urges all of you to reach 

out to your Congressperson, Dave Joyce or Marcia Fudge, and our Senators Rob Portman and Sherrod Brown to 

restore the deleted funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.  It looks like it is going to be a long four 

years, and the fight to protect the environment begins now with all of us.  Thank you in advance for doing your 

part.   

*Thanks to Heather Elmer of the Chagrin River Watershed Partners for providing the information from Brookings.  

Call to Action: Save the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, by Ken Messinger-Rapport 
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Watershed Update Euclid Creek Watershed Program Update 

An update from behind the orange curtain 

Contractors have continued to work tirelessly at Acacia Reservation 

throughout the winter in order to unveil a lush, restored landscape 

upon completion of stream restoration efforts. Meadville Land Service 

under the guidance of Cleveland Metroparks and Biohabitats have 

largely completed the earth moving work on the Euclid Creek 

mainstem and have moved onto ripping up drain tile and installing 

stormwater swales.  Plant installation will begin the week of April 24th, 

and if not completed in the spring, crews may need to return in the fall to finish up. We look 

forward to providing you with a “backstage” tour during Day in the Life of Euclid Creek on 7/15.   
 

What lies beneath 

During his initial glimpse and examination of the soil, Cleveland Metroparks 

wetland ecologist, John Reinier, envisioned the forested wetland that 

Acacia Reservation may one day become.  He explained that if we removed 

the tile drainage installed by the golf course to remove water off the 

landscape, that the clay-heavy soils would retain water on the landscape. 

Working with the contour and slope of swale-type areas that led to 

degraded, incised headwaters, Biohabitats designed a series of five 

stormwater swales or what may end up looking more like small, ephemeral 

step-pool streams.  Meadville removed tile, dug small pools and installed 

seepage berms with cobble riffles and the system filled with water almost 

immediately.  Once vegetated the step-pools will become nearly invisible 

save for the water-loving plants surrounding them.  We look forward to 

observing the fauna that inhabit Acacia after the increase of native flora. 
 

Hawk Watch 

Restoration tidbit:  Hawks – red-tailed & sharp-shinned – have been enjoying the 

earth work at Acacia.  As the heavy equipment churns up the soil or tamps down 

soil, mice and voles scurry out of their winter hiding spaces.  The hawks position 

themselves close to these machines in order to pick off an easy meal.  Fast food at 

your service!  They have become so accustomed to the workers that they land a 

mere 10 ft away and swoop within feet of the equipment to grab a snack.  The 

contractors are expecting the day when they may find a hawk on their shoulder! 

Left: Preconstruction layout of stormwater swale. 

Orange stakes note the “stream” centerline. (Nov. 2016)

Right: Postconstruction stormwater swale showing step-

pools, which will be planted this spring. (Apr. 2017) 

In 2008, Richmond Heights named four Euclid Creek tributaries to the East Branch that run through the City.  Each 

stream was named either after an important family in the City’s history (Claribel Creek, Stevenson Brook and 

Verbsky Creek) or after a natural feature on the land, such as Redstone Run, referring to the streams reddish 

sandstone from the Devonian Berea formation that was quarried extensively in the late 1800’s.  Recently, signage 

was installed to show people where these four tributaries are located.  The printing of these signs was made 

possible in 2016 through funding provided by Friends of Euclid Creek through a Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 

District Service Agreement.  Learn more about the location of the streams and history here: http://

www.euclidcreekwatershed.org/euclid-creek/programs/richmond-heights-stream-names. 

Four Streams Named and Identified in Richmond Heights! 

Acacia Restoration update, by Jenn Grieser, Cleveland Metroparks 

Pictured here is a tree that had to be 

removed for construction activities.  Instead 

of simply chipping it up, it was reused as a 

standing snag to provide a rapture perch and 

habitat for various insects. 
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Cleveland Metroparks is continuing the planning and design of 

the new Euclid Beach Pier and associated site improvements 

to Euclid Beach Park.  Ongoing discussions with Councilman 

Polensek, comments collected during last Septembers public 

meeting at the Collinwood Recreation Center and significant 

historical interactions with Euclid Beach Now have furthered 

the design and the project has been submitted for permit to 

the US Army Corps of Engineers, Environmental Protection 

Agency and the Department of Natural Resources.  Final 

design will continue during the approximately four-month 

agency review period and once permitted, construction is 

anticipated to begin summer of 2017.   

The new pier will provide visitors with an exciting opportunity the former pier did not, an overwater experience.  

Extending into approximately 10 foot deep water pier users will have fishing opportunities along with dramatic 

views west toward Cleveland’s skyline.  Strolling on the pier out over the lake away from shore will allow visitors to 

immerse themselves in the sounds of the lake including winds, waves and gulls.  Associated site improvements 

include universal accessibility to the new pier, lighting and landscaping.  Future phased improvements are 

anticipated to include a new plaza, concession improvements and a paved beach access trail to the new Villa 

Angela bridge located at the east end of the beach.   

Historically, structures which extend out into Lake Erie are constantly challenged by the harsh lake conditions.  

While we do not see the destructive impacts of salt water, we make up for it tenfold with the destructive forces of 

ice.  Cleveland Metroparks is working with our experienced consultants to provide a pier structure which balances 

physical durability with affordability and visitor aesthetics.   

Euclid Creek  

Watershed Update 

Euclid Beach Pier Update, by John Cardwell, Cleveland Metroparks 

Euclid Creek Watershed Program Update 

Few people think of plants when they hear aquatic invasive species, but there is a new water 

weed that threatens our wetlands, rivers and even Lake Erie. Hydrilla verticillata, commonly 

known as “hydrilla,” is a non-native plant that can grow quickly in waterways and cause 

serious environmental and economic damages. 

Hydrilla spreads quickly, since just a small fragment of hydrilla can sprout roots and grow 

into a whole new plant.  It grows up to an inch in a day in a wide variety of water conditions. 

Thick mats of hydrilla inhibit swimming, boating, fishing, and remove habitat for wildlife.   

To stop this species from taking over, Ohio partners are asking for help in identifying hydrilla 

in the Lake Erie basin.  Anyone can participate in the Hydrilla Hunt. Boaters, swimmers, 

anglers, and more are encouraged to take a close look at plants they encounter while out 

and about on Ohio’s waterways.  

If you think you have found hydrilla, please use your phone or digital camera 

to take two close-up photos of the plant is stem and leaves.  The root system 

(tuber) is a good way to identify hydrilla and should be photographed if 

possible.  Send images to Mark Warman at Cleveland Metroparks, 

mjw1@clevelandmetroparks.com or contact your Soil & Water Conservation 

District or local watershed group.  Then discard the plant in the trash. 

Our hope is to identify hydrilla at the early stages, when populations are 

small enough to eradicate and manage.  Funding support for the project has 

been provided by the US EPA through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 

Hydrilla: One bad water weed and what to do about it, by Mark Warman, Cleveland Metroparks 

Hydrilla, a submerged aquatic 

plant that grows below the 

water’s surface. West Creek 

Reservation, Parma 2011 

Tubers are a special feature of hydrilla. Tubers are 

buried in the mucky or sandy bottom of wetlands, 

rivers and lakes. 



What is a Watershed?  A watershed is the area of land that drains to a single 

river, stream or lake.  Because the actions we take on land directly affect the 

quality of our rivers and streams, it is important to take the entire watershed 

into consideration when trying to protect and improve the health of our local 

waters. 

 

The Euclid Creek Watershed drains 24 square miles from 11 Northeast Ohio 

communities in Cuyahoga County and a portion of Lake County.  The Creek 

includes 34 miles of 

streams as far as 8 

miles away from the 

Creek’s outflow to 

Lake Erie, our 

source of drinking 

water, at Wildwood 

Park in Cleveland.   

 

Euclid Creek is one 

of the most densely 

populated and 

developed 

watersheds along 

the Ohio Lake Erie 

coastline—which 

results in poor water 

quality.  But we 

have a plan to 

restore the health of 

the watershed and 

it includes you, so 

contact us to find 

out how you can 

help Euclid Creek 

today! 

Only Rain Down the Drain 

Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator  

Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District 

3311 Perkins Ave., Suite 100 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

   If you would like to receive this electronic 

newsletter, sign up on the website, email, or call the 

Watershed Coordinator with your email address. 

Newsletter printed with generous support of the  

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District through its 

Watershed Grants Program. 

Printed on  

 

Recycled Paper 

More About Our Program Partners 
 

Euclid Creek Watershed Council (ECWC) 
         City of Beachwood City of Cleveland 

         City of Euclid                   City of Highland Heights 

         City of Lyndhurst            City of Mayfield Heights 

         Mayfield Village  City of Richmond Heights  

         City of South Euclid 
 

Each community appoints a representative to serve on  

the Council, which meets three times a year and has 

several committees that focus on education & outreach,  

technical issues and volunteer monitoring. 
 

Friends of Euclid Creek (FOEC) 
The Friends of Euclid Creek is a community-based 

watershed stewardship group, a non-profit 501(c)(3).  
  

Board: President—Ken Messinger-Rapport; Vice 

President—Chris Vild; Secretary—Sue Swisher; Treasurer—

Christine Laskin; and Directors—Christi Carlson, Brian 

Gilbert, Patrick Henry, Jim Juknialis, Anna Kozlenko and 

Annie Roberto. 
 

Meetings: FOEC holds educational meetings, hikes and 

tours throughout the year.  Check our website or 

Facebook page for the meeting schedule. 
 

Support FOEC by becoming a member or donating as we 

need your support!  Call, email, or check the website to 

find out how.  
 

Friends of Euclid Creek 

   P.O. Box 21384 

   South Euclid, OH 44121           

   FriendsofEuclidCreek@gmail.com  
 

Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District  
Houses the Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator, the 

Program’s full time staff person who implements  

the Euclid Creek Watershed Action Plan and acts  

as the liaison between the ECWC and FOEC. 
 

Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator, Claire Posius 

   Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District 

   3311 Perkins Ave., Ste. 100 

   Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

   216-524-6580 x1004 

   216-524-6584 fax 

   cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org 
 

Program Website and Facebook Page 

   Website: www.EuclidCreekWatershed.org     

   Facebook: Like ‘Friends of Euclid Creek’ 

Map of the Euclid Creek Watershed.   

http://www.EuclidCreekWatershed.org
https://www.facebook.com/euclidcreekwatershed/

