This morning I want to share the presentation that I did in support of our Northeast
Ohio Regional Sewer District Grant at their Watershed Partner Year in Review in
January. I could, and have, talked about Euclid Creek for hours, but today I want to
focus on the partnerships, programs, and projects that made 2018 special.
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Ultimate Goal: A Healthy Euclid Creek!

Partnerships
Programs
Projects

Euclid Creek Watershed Council, Cuyahoga SWCD, and Friends of Euclid Creek held
over 25 programs throughout the watershed, implemented three watershed
grants, planted over 800 trees, shrubs, and native plants, held five cleanup events,
submitted an updated watershed plan, and applied for 7 watershed grants with 4
currently awarded for 2019. All of this requires key partnerships.
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Paul Kovalcik taking cross section data at Wildwood

Our partnership with Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District is instrumental. In
addition to funding for watershed services and projects, Maintenance along the
regional system, and Grant management support, District staff also support our
program each year with annual monitoring of our Wildwood wetlands and our East
Branch Dam Removal site.
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Annual Spring Wildwood Cleanup

Cleveland Metroparks is another key partner. From Acacia Reservation in the
headwaters, Euclid Creek Reservation along the mainstem, to Wildwood at the
mouth, the Metroparks help to preserve and manage key areas along the Creek.
Like District staff, Metroparks staff also help with annual maintenance and
monitoring at Wildwood and our East Branch Dam removal sites.
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South Euclid - Euclid Creek Reservation Cleanup

The Metroparks Watershed Volunteer Program provides much needed support with
training and facilitation of volunteers for all urban watersheds. This year the
Metroparks helped Friends of Euclid Creek host two cleanup events in South Euclid
and Cleveland.
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South Euclid - Euclid Creek Reservation Cleanup

The Metroparks staff were so quick at collecting our removed debris this fall, that
we didn’t even get a group photo with all the bags.
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Riparian and Wetland Setback Map and Presentation Slide – Assistance Provided by CRWP

We are very fortunate in Northeast Ohio to have several watershed programs with
unique skill sets. This year through our Central Lake Erie Basin Collaborative efforts
Euclid Creek benefited from Chagrin River Watershed Partners ordinance expertise.
They provided us with services to assist two communities in potentially adopting
riparian and wetland setbacks.
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Cuyahoga AOC Aesthetic and Public Access Beneficial Use De-Listing Event

The Cuyahoga River Area of Concern partnership is an important one for
completing habitat improvement projects in Euclid Creek. Currently Euclid Creek
has several planned projects to assist with the removal of the habitat impairment
for the Area of Concern.
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Cuyahoga AOC Aesthetic and Public Access Beneficial Use De-Listing Event

These include stream restoration projects at Mayfield Sands Golf Course and
Cleveland Clinic Campus in Lyndhurst, and most importantly the removal of the
185th Spillway.
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Hawken Students working together to remove a tire and trash from Euclid Creek

Another key partnership in 2018 was that of Hawken Schools. On their service days,
students helped us with two cleanup events removing everything from tires to
whole bikes from the Creek and nearby wetlands!

10

This April we will be working with the school to plant trees and shrubs along the
border of their property to help with runoff control upstream of the West Branch of
Euclid Creek.
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Anne Roberto leading a volunteer water quality monitor training event

Each year we work with water quality monitoring volunteers and Lou Rifici with TriC to test water quality at 7 sites throughout the watershed. This year Cleveland
Metroparks helped us to train new volunteers as well as educate them about the
importance of the parameters we sample for. We just held a water quality
monitoring party to honor our volunteers at Acacia in February.
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Friends of Euclid Creek Member Kenyette Adrine Robinson Manning the Euclid Beach Live Table

We branched out our program education efforts this year with a Friends of Euclid
Creek table at Cleveland Metroparks Euclid Beach Live and Our Great Lake
Programs that featured our new brochure! With the support of a Cuyahoga Arts
and Culture grant we also held several Programs of our own to educate the public
about water quality issues in Euclid Creek and Lake Erie.
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Mary K Evans Manning a Booth at the Perils of Plastics Event

Our largest Program was Perils of Plastics. We hosted Dr. Sherri Mason to present
on her research about plastics in the Great Lakes. In addition, we had a panel of
local experts who spoke to recycling and sustainability efforts that are being made
in Cuyahoga County.
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Mary K Evans Manning a Booth at the Perils of Plastics Event

The take home messages were: we all need to use less single use plastic, and that
beer has less microplastics than water.
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Rain Barrel Winner and Artist (Left) – Tie-Dye Fish Stamped Shirts (Right)

Our second big Program was held at Greenwood Farm in Richmond Heights along
with the City’s Fall Festival. Friends of Euclid Creek and partners held educational
programming throughout the day including fish and macroinvertebrate sampling, a
rain barrel presentation and give-away, a tree planting demonstration, a rain
garden presentation, and an eco-friendly lawn care discussion.
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Pastor Banks, Chris Vild and Justin Husher helping to place trees and shrubs in the rain

We managed two grant funded Projects this year in the watershed. The first was a
tree and shrub planting event at Community Christian Church in Euclid. We worked
with Pastor Banks and church member Kenyette to coordinate two educational
programs at the church before our Fall planting along Euclid Creek.
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Signage for the Euclid Creek Tree Planting Project

22 hearty volunteers showed up on a chilly and wet morning in October and helped
us to plant 80 native trees and shrubs along the creek. Mulch was provided by the
city and caging was added to protect the trees from deer. We will continue to work
with the church going forward to make sure the trees and shrubs are cared for and
we are currently making plans for a spring watering workshop.
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Construction Meeting at the Willoughby Hills Stream Restoration Project

And finally, our biggest Project in 2018 was the stream restoration project on the
East Branch of Euclid Creek in Willoughby Hills. This project brought together
several partners: from Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, The City of
Willoughby Hills, Lake County Stormwater Management, Lake Soil & Water
Conservation District, and the Willoughby - Eastlake School of Innovation. Contract
support for the project was provided by Biohabitats, Meadeville Land Services, and
EDG.
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Before – 2 undersized culverts –
Stream moved from original bed for
CEI Right of Way

After – Culverts Removed –
Stream moved back to original
bed – Riffle Ford Crossing

The main goal of the project was to create instream habitat. Several riffles and
pools were added, the eroding streambanks were graded, and boulder toe cobbles
were put in place for stabilization. Floodplain access was provided in addition to
habitats structures, and two undersized culverts were removed and replaced with a
riffle ford crossing for CEI maintenance vehicles to access their right of way.
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Students presenting potential erosion solutions to project partners

This project was unique because of coordination with the school and opportunities
for future education and engagement. From design to installation, the students
were involved. 8th grade students provided design ideas and presented them to
project partners as potential solutions. 3rd graders learned about invasive plants
and will be helping to manage woody invasive species going forward.
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Biohabitats teaching students how to properly plant trees

Despite planting day being a cold December morning due to weather delays, 6th
through 8th graders braved the mud and helped to plant 120 trees and 140 shrubs
around the site. And several students came back out two days later to put caging
around the trees to help protect them from the deer.
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Biohabitats teaching students how to properly plant trees

Principal Patrick was a big fan of the project from beginning to end and posted
many updates to social media throughout the project.

23

Flat stones for stream crossing (Left) – Students helping to plant trees in the mud (Right)

In addition to habitat restoration and floodplain storage, educational components
were included as part of the design and construction on the project. An outdoor
amphitheater was installed near the creek where students can congregate to learn
and teach others about stream habitats. This spring students will help create
signage and an educational walking path for the project.
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Questions:
Elizabeth Hiser
Euclid Creek Watershed Program Manager
Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District
216-524-6580 x1002
Email:
Website:

ehiser@cuyahogaswcd.org

Thank You!

www.EuclidCreekWatershed.org

Facebook: Like ‘Friends of Euclid Creek’

Thank for your support of our programs and projects each year. From our
educational Programs to our stream restoration project and everything in between,
2018 will be a year to remember.
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