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Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District Leading Conservation in the Urban Landscape

Ohio’s First Native Plant Month

WINTER 2020
ON     LANDTHE

  We know it’s not quite Spring but it 
is right around the corner. This April 
we are celebrating the first Native 
Plant Month. 
  On June 27, 2019 Governor Mike 
DeWine signed Ohio House Bill 59 
into law, which designates April as 
“Ohio Native Plant Month.”  This  
is due in large part to efforts made 
by Former First Lady of Ohio, Hope 
Taft and Horticulturist, Nancy Linz.  
    This law has been enacted to increase 
the awareness of Ohio’s native plants 
and the benefits they provide to 
our health, wildlife, environment, 
and economy.  Plants, even small 
ones, have large impacts regarding 
stormwater, pollination of plants and 
crops, honey, carbon uptake, oxygen 
output, pollution reduction, food 
and shelter for wildlife, landscaping/
aesthetics, and soil health.  Ohio is 
one of the first states in the country 
to dedicate an entire month to its 
native plants.
 Starting on April 1, Cuyahoga 
SWCD and other members of the 
Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for 
Biodiversity (LEAP) will promote a 
different native plant each day.  Over 
the course of ten years each of these 
plants have been featured as one of 
LEAP’s Native Plants of the Year.     

 
For more information and events: 

www.leapbio.org  
www.ohionativeplantmonth.org  

Visit our website at www.cuyahogaswcd.org  
click on Native Seed, Tree and Plant Kit Sales 

Deadline for plant kits - March 11 and July 17
Deadline for trees - March 24

Native seeds are sold year round.

Purple ConeflowerSwamp Milkweed

Cuyahoga SWCD is selling  
native plants, trees, and seeds.

Have you wanted to learn how to 
design, dig and plant your own rain 

garden? Then this class is for you. 
Back for its second year, Master  
Rain Gardeners in-person class  

starts in May.  
www.cuyahogaswcd.org 
Click on Events - May 20
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Cuyahoga SWCD Board of Supervisors
  The Cuyahoga SWCD Board of 
Supervisors consists of five volunteers 
who are formally elected to their 
positions.  The election occurs at 
the Annual Meeting which is held 
in the Fall. Board candidates must 
be residents of the County, age 18 
years or older, and have an interest 
in conservation and pollution 
prevention.  Board members are 
required to attend monthly meetings 
and are instrumental in establishing 
the District’s policies. Supervisors and 

Districts have no land use regulatory  
or decision-making authority. They 
are volunteers who serve without 
compensation. Two board position 
will be open at the 2020 election.  

    
To express an interest in running 

for the upcoming elected positions, 
contact Jan Rybka at  

216/524-6580, ext. 1001 or 
email jrybka@cuyahogaswcd.org. 

Applications are due June 30, 2020.

At first glance, Danae Wolfe’s expertise might seem like macro 
photography, but the true power of her work lies in her storytelling 
ability. Through photographic storytelling, Wolfe has captured the 
attention of global audiences and shed light on a topic of growing 

concern - the decline of insects. Through charming tales  
of maternal care and close-up portraits of bugs, she is helping 

people understand the importance of rethinking 
the American home landscape.

Event is free but  
registration is required 

Register online at  
www.cuyahogaswcd.org  
Click on Events - April 9 
Questions: Amy Roskilly 

216.524.6580 ext. 1005  
aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org

Cuyahoga County •  Department of Public Works 
Harvard Ave. Maintenance Yard

2501 Harvard Ave. • Newburgh Heights, OH • 44105 
Thursday • April 9 • 6:00pm - 7:30pm

FREE PRE-PAID  
SOIL TESTING KIT  

(while supplies last)

A warm thank you to Whitnye Long 
Jones who served the 2017-2019 
term, serving as the board secretary.  
She is staying involved as an Associate 
Supervisor. Draye Luton was elected 
in October to serve the 2020-2022 
term. We are thankful to the current 
board members who include Ruth 
Skuly, Howard Maier, Sherri Lippus, 
Caroline Kelemen and Draye 
Luton for their willingness to help 
the Cuyahoga SWCD achieve its 
mission.

Ew to Awe: Foster Public Appreciation 
and Conservation of Bugs
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Euclid Creek Watershed

 Come join Euclid Creek Watershed 
Program Partners to hear about 
our recently awarded Dominion 
Energy and Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy grant project at the 
Dusty Goldenrod Preserve. We 
will meet at the Highland Heights 
Community Park northwest corner 
lot and take a guided hike back into 
the Dusty Goldenrod Preserve. The 
group will receive information about 
the special plants and wetlands at this 
unique property. 

Highland Heights Dusty Goldenrod Monday Night Meet-Up 
April 6, 2020 - 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Highland Heights Community Park - Dirt Parking Lot
5905 Wilson Mills Road - Highland Heights, OH 44143

 Following questions and weather 
permitting, volunteers will be taught 
how to install native plants along the 
headwater stream areas experiencing 
erosion and will help to install live 
stakes. If group size permits, an area 
of invasive reed canary grass will 
be mechanically managed to help 
prepare for native plant seeding.
 Wear field appropriate clothing 
that you don’t mind getting muddy. 
Arrive early to ensure enough time for 
cleaning off footwear before entering 
the preserve.

    We hope you will join us to learn 
more about this special property and 
to help protect the waters it calls home! 

For more information:
www.euclidcreekwatershed.org

click on Events - April 6

The What and Why of NPS-IS Development
    A Nonpoint Source Implementation 
Strategy, also known as a NPS-IS, is a 
roadmap for watershed planning and 
implementation.  Nonpoint source 
pollution refers to polluted run off 
or physical alterations to a stream 
or river channel and are the result of 
land use or man-made changes to a 
river rather than pollution that flows 
from a single point of discharge.
 A NPS-IS is a living strategic 
planning document that summarizes 
causes and sources of impairment, 
establishes critical areas, identifies 
quantifiable objectives to address 
causes and sources of impairment, 
and describes projects designed 
to meet those objectives.  A NPS-
IS ensures that potentially funded 
projects are: rooted in the best science 
available; located in areas that will 
address the worst problems; and that 
have the administrative, evaluation, 
and educational components needed 
to ensure that the water resource will 
achieve as much long term benefit as 
possible.  

  For a project to be eligible for 
certain funding programs, it must 
be described in a U.S. EPA approved 
NPS-IS for the watershed in which 
the project is located.
 Watershed coordinators for 
Cuyahoga SWCD have been hard at 
work developing NPS-IS plans for 
watersheds including: Cahoon Creek 
– Frontal Lake Erie; Baker Creek – 
West Branch Rocky River; Baldwin 
Creek; Headwaters East Branch 
Rocky River; and Euclid Creek; with 
many more NPS-IS plans developed 
throughout the county and state 
by other watershed collaborations, 
organizations, partnerships, and 
agencies.  

Bay Village Public Meeting North Olmsted Public Meeting

  A full list of approved NPS-IS 
plans can be found on the Ohio 
EPA Nonpoint Source Program 
website.  Next on our NPS-IS to-do 
list is Plum Creek which is also part 
of the Rocky River Watershed.  It is 
required that public input meetings 
are held at the beginning of each 
NPS-IS development to acquire any 
watershed issues that are affecting 
residents, community officials, and 
other stakeholders.  Stay tuned 
and if you live in the Plum Creek 
Watershed (Olmsted Falls and 
Olmsted Township) please join us for 
our upcoming public input meeting.  

Speak for the Creek!

Brian Gilbert talking to CWRU students about 
the Dusty Goldenrod Preserve
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Like the newsletter, but hate the paper?  
Read it online at www.cuyahogaswcd.org  
or get on our email list by sending your email to:  
aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org

Envirothon
 The 2020 Area 2 Envirothon will 
be held on April 30, 2020 at Kent 
State University - Salem Campus. 
The Envirothon is an international, 
academic, outdoor competition 
for high school students, which is 
designed to stimulate, reinforce and 
enhance interest in the environment 
and natural resources.
  Free spring training will be held 
on March 11th. The regional 
competition is free, lunch is 
provided. The registration deadline 
is March 30th! Don’t miss this great 
opportunity for your students. 

Training and competition 
information are available at 

www.cuyahogaswcd.org/ 
programs/envirothon

Camp Canopy Scholarship Fund
The Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District is offering scholarships 
to Cuyahoga County high school students for Camp Canopy to be held 
June 7 -12, 2020. Sponsored by the Ohio Forestry Association, this week 

long residential camp explores forestry and wildlife education in addition to 
traditional camp activities - campfires, watersports, ropes courses and more. 

Scholarship information is available at  
www.cuyahogaswcd.org/programs/camp-canopy

Annual Conservation Poster Contest
The Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District sponsors an annual 

poster contest for Cuyahoga County students in grades K-12.  
Awards will be given for 1st and 2nd place in the following grade 

categories: K-1, 2-3, 4-6, 7-9 and 10-12.
The 2020 National Association of Conservation District Stewardship 

Week and Poster Contest theme is  
“Where would we BEE without Pollinators?”

Details are available at www.cuyahogaswcd.org 
Click on Events - March 12


