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Local Conservation Assistance
Cleveland Crops and
Standard Farm, an employment
program with the Cuyahoga
County Board of Developmental
Disabilities will be working with
Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) staff on
innovative irrigation water
management and reuse as well
as farm planning related to soil
quality improvements.
Cleveland Crops is a working
Urban Agricultural entity that exists to operate sustainable

businesses to provide
employment and training for
people with disabilities in the
areas of growing, processing
and selling fresh vegetables and
fruits in urban farm settings near
where they live.

Steer Clear of Pollutants!
Your actions on the land directly impact the quality of the
rivers, streams, and lakes. Wherever you live in the county,
storm water drains into a nearby stream or Lake Erie.

As water flows downhill - through
the watershed - it takes pollutants
with it to nearby streams and Lake
Erie.
Simple steps can help achieve
clean water goals by keeping
pollutants, including chemicals,
bacteria, debris, litter and
sediment out of our water.


Choose environmentally
friendly household products



Utilize beneficial native
plants and rain gardens

OF

E VENTS

Huntington Beach Cleanup
Bay Village, April 28 at 1pm

Household Habits for
Healthy Water

The Rundown on Runoff

C ALENDAR



Call Cuyahoga Solid
Waste District for
household hazardous
waste disposal practices



Scoop the pet poop and
properly dispose of it



Inspect and pump septic
systems



Drain your pool once
chlorine levels dissipate

Check out the SWCD website
for this year’s pollution
prevention programs.
www.cuyahogaswcd.org

We are losing ground, literally,
as we lose trees and shrubs and
more of the protective and
regenerative forest layers that fill
an essential role in providing
healthy streams, soils and
habitat. Forest canopy that
shades streams, roots that keep
soil from eroding, limbs that
interrupt and store snow and rain,
and leaves that decay to become
new soil are at risk or in decline.
Cuyahoga SWCD has teamed
up with the Cuyahoga River
Remedial Action Plan (RAP) to
help officials, planning and zoning
commission members, service
directors,
school district
leadership and leaders of
watershed groups to develop and
apply Forest Canopy
Management tools to improve
tributary watershed health and
reduce storm water through an
easy green infrastructure
practice - trees!
A suite of model ordinances is
being developed and will be
provided, along with training
opportunities, to communities
later this year.
http://www.cuyahogariverrap.org/
CuyahogaReLeaf/
cuyahogareleaf.html

Rain Garden presentation
Bay Village, May 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Wildwood Park clean up and
invasive plant pull
May 12 at 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Migration Mania - Cleveland
Lakefront Nature Preserve
May 19 at 7:30 a.m.
14th Annual Big Creek Clean Up
June 2 at 9:00 a.m.
Conservation from the
Ground Up
Seminars for professionals and
gardening enthusiasts - August
Current programs are listed
at www.cuyahogaswcd.org


GARDEN KITS
FOR SALE
Garden Kits come ready-toplant! Each Garden Kit contains
38 plants of 10-12 different
native species grown in a deepcell tray. Kits are grown through
Ohio Prairie Nursery.
● Rain Garden (Sun)
● Rain Garden (Shade)
● Hummingbird/Butterfly (Sun)
$105/each
(one kit contains plants for approximately
100 sq. ft. of garden)

Call 216-524-6580, ext. 22
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Gardening Tips

CLEVELAND LAKEFRONT
NATURE PRESERVE IS OPEN
The Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port
Authority opened the Cleveland Lakefront
Nature Preserve on February 6, 2012, providing public access to this unique 88-acre urban
wildlife habitat with beautiful lake and skyline
vistas and wonderful birding opportunities.
In 2002, the former Dike 14 was recognized
as an Important Bird Area by Audubon Ohio.
Since then, a group of 11 organizations,
known as the Environmental Education
Collaborative, has provided environmental
education on the site and continued to work
with the Cleveland-Cuyahoga Port Authority,
the City of Cleveland, and the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources to help get
the site open.
Cuyahoga SWCD received a USEPA Brownfield Assessment grant to evaluate the soils
and potential risks of using the site as a
nature preserve. The results indicated that
the site was safe for its intended use and
Collaborative members are working to assist in
restoration efforts and environmental education to help the Nature Preserve become a
superlative lakefront natural habitat and place
for walking, observing nature, research and
education. The Cleveland Lakefront Nature
Preserve is open daily, during daylight hours.
Access to the Preserve is behind the Cleveland Lakefront State Park office at 8701 Lakeshore Blvd., east of Martin Luther King Drive.

Port Authority President Will Friedman welcomes the
public to the newly-opened Cleveland Lakefront
Nature Preserve.

Think green! For a healthier lawn,
allow grass clippings to compost
on the lawn to provide food for
earthworms and soil microbes. If
you have a light layer of leaves on
your grass, don’t bag them, go
over them with your mower and
they will help limit weeds from
popping up.

Cuyahoga County Limits
Chemical Pesticides
County Council Vice President Sonny Simon
sponsored an ordinance to limit the use of
chemical pesticides and weed killers on county
property.
This ordinance will significantly
reduce the impact of chemicals in our local
waterways.
The proposed restrictions will apply to the
county's 66 buildings, their lawns and the wide
swaths of open space at Whiskey Island and the
Cuyahoga County Airport. Cuyahoga SWCD is
working with the County Public Works Department on landscape practices and integrated
pest management that rely on a combination of
common-sense practices. This information, in
combination with available pest control methods, is used to manage pest damage by the
most economical means, and with the least
possible hazard to people, property, and the
environment.
Some changes are already evident on the
Public Works property in Valley View where a
rain garden and tall grasses have been planted.
In addition, mason bee hives have been hung to
attract native pollinators.

Habitat Stewards can assist
with your backyard!
National Wildlife Federation Habitat
Stewards are trained and ready to
serve as mentors in their communities, working to create landscapes
that provide a welcoming home for
wildlife. The Habitat Stewards have
been trained on subjects such as
butterflies, bird migration,
pollinators, the current status of
wildlife habitat in our country, site
planning and habitat design.
Call 216/524-6580, ext. 22 to find out
how a Habitat Steward
can help you!
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NRCS NEWS
Dave Kopchak has been appointed to the
position of District Conservationist for
Cuyahoga, Lorain and Medina Counties.
Mr. Kopchak is assisting with conservation
planning and technical assistance related
to urban farming initiatives. Alfonso
Norwood, Resource Conservationist, has
been assigned to Cuyahoga County to
assist with urban initiatives, specifically
related to the high tunnels. He will work in
the county for the next three months to
help identify potential opportunities for cost
share through the federal Farm Bill
Program.
For more information, contact
Mr. Kopchak or Mr. Norwood by email at:
Dave.Kopchak@oh.usda.gov
Alfonso.Norwood@mi.usda.gov
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Storm Water Program
The Storm Water Program delivered technical
assistance and training in the areas of soils,
soil survey techniques, drastically-disturbed
land rehabilitation and repurposing distressed
urban lands for agriculture, urban forestry and
storm water management. Program staff
worked with 14 communities and the Cuyahoga County Department of Public Works
through memoranda of understanding. Staff
also worked with builders, contractors, landowners, Ohio EPA and NRCS to improve implementation of good erosion and sediment
control and post-construction water quality
BMPs for development, redevelopment and
public infrastructure projects throughout Cuyahoga County.
In 2011, the staff emphasized the importance
of soil quality improvements that provide a
myriad of benefits for gardening, agriculture
and storm water attenuation through plant-soil
system water quality treatment BMPs. The
well-attended Rediscovering the Rhizosphere
Workshop demonstrated that the professional
public is interested in a better understanding
of natural systems.
This year’s Storm Water Program accomplishments include:
Completion of 479 project plan reviews, including Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plans (SWP3), Preliminary Plans, Riparian
and Wetlands Setbacks Variance & Mitigation
Plans, and Timber Harvest Plans;
Field Reviews and written Technical Advisory
Reports related to storm water pollution prevention on active construction projects totaled
1450;
Staff inspected and provided field reviews for
528 water quality BMPs and 55 storm water
facilities on 182 sites within the county;
Staff provided assistance to 96 landowners
about issues related to drainage, soils, erosion
and vegetative treatments;
Additional technical assistance was provided,
in collaboration with the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR)-Division of Soil
and Water Resources, related to soil parent
materials, soil morphology and soil description
for U.S. EPA’s 2011 Urban Soils Assessment;

Developed and distributed three issues of the
Technical Quarterly that focused on efforts
consistent with sound science, standards and
current state and federal regulations, in order
to improve soil and water quality in the
county to 2,000 soil and water professionals
and elected officials;

Provided environmental education opportunities and assistance for local and regional programs, such as Envirothon, an environmental
competition for high school students, scholarships for Forestry Camp and coordination with
the SWCD’s conservation partners on community-wide initiatives.

Provided technical assistance to Cuyahoga
County Planning Commission in development of Cuyahoga County Ecosystems: Critical Soils maps and associated resources;

A brochure about best practices for storm
water management at home was mailed to
33,000 households-“Steer Clear of Pollutants.”

Inspected and mapped 26 installed rain
gardens.

Conservation Education
and Public Involvement
Conservation education has been the hallmark of the Cuyahoga SWCD throughout the
last 62 years. Since education is fundamental to encouraging wise use, not misuse of
natural resources, the SWCD staff provided a
variety of educational programs and events
throughout the county related to pollution
prevention. This year’s theme, “Steer Clear
of Pollutants” was promoted through educational activities that identified household
pollutants and provided easy actions for
preventing pollution from degrading local
streams and Lake Erie.
Most programs were implemented to assist
25 communities with their mandated storm
water programs. Educational efforts included
a variety of written materials, web materials,
workshops. Programs and events that engaged the public were the most popular,
including the make-it-and-take-it rain barrel
workshops, volunteer monitoring, stream
clean ups and invasive plant pulls.
Rain garden and rain barrel presentations,
held in collaboration with the Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership, promoted the benefits of
native plants. Rain garden kits for sun and
shade were sold and property owners have
helped to restore backyard habitats, one yard
at a time!
Other highlights include:
Connected with 10% of the population with
targeted information in 25 communities;

Produced and distributed On the Land newsletters, email alerts, storm water articles, educational materials, web-based information,
educational posters, library displays, and environmental education mailings to target audiences;
District programs, projects and events were
featured in 39 articles in local newspapers and
regional newsletters and on local blogs;
Partnered with the Cuyahoga County Board of
Health to provide pollution prevention education in the Porter Creek watershed.

Conservation
Collaborative Efforts
Staff provided their expertise to a variety of
local initiatives, including the Cuyahoga
County Council Conservation Tour, the Ohio
Federation of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts Urban Task Force, Cleveland Harbor
Dredge Task Force, Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve and the Cuyahoga County
Greenprint. Staff also provided technical assistance to other local watershed groups such
as Big Creek, Doan Brook and Mill Creek.

Conservation Easements
Cuyahoga SWCD holds 260 acres of land in
conservation easements on 86 parcels of land.
Marking and monitoring the easements has
resulted in better communication with adjacent
landowners. In addition, staff assisted property
owners with questions and concerns regarding
illegal vehicles in easement areas, drainage,
invasive plants, wildlife and trees on the easements on or near their properties.
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Euclid Creek
Watershed Program
Initiated in 2002, the Euclid Creek Watershed
Program completed its 9th year and continues to
exceed expectations, thanks to a diverse group
of committed stakeholders that includes the
Euclid Creek Watershed Council, Friends of
Euclid Creek, the Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District and watershed residents.
In April, 90 stakeholders attended the celebration of the first dam removal in Euclid Creek and
learned about the importance of stream restoration and the benefits for fish passage in the
Cleveland Metroparks Euclid Creek Reservation. A public meeting in September attracted
40 stakeholders who learned about the concept
for the stream and wetland restoration project at
Wildwood State Park in Cleveland. Residents
and fisherman had great questions about the
project, which was funded through the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative, to create habitat
and spawning areas for Great Lakes fish and to
control invasive plants in the park.

Other activities include:
 Produced and distributed two issues of
The Flow newsletter and new RRWC
page on Facebook;

(Left) Students stream monitoring in Euclid
Creek; (Right) Richmond H.S. students,
Mayfield Hts. and Richmond Hts. Kiwanis
volunteers build the rain garden at County
Airport Club.

Rocky River
Watershed Program

The Rocky River Watershed Program, established in 2007, continued to expand water quality
improvement efforts, not only in Cuyahoga
County, but also Lorain and Medina Counties.
Funding to support both the Rocky River and
Euclid Creek watershed coordinators and their
Additional activities in the watershed included: efforts came from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources-Division of Soil and Water Re Six rain barrel workshops where 305 partici- sources, the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
pants put together 229 rain barrels;
District through the stakeholder organizations,
 Fourteen programs, presentations and exhib- municipalities for program implementation and
its were presented throughout the watershed for grants for project implementation.
schools, civic organizations and local busiMajor efforts in the Rocky River watershed
nesses about rain gardens, watershed history,
focused on the Baldwin and Abrams Creek subwatershed awareness and pollution prevention watersheds. Thirty-one Middleburg Heights
demonstration projects;
homeowners received rebates for rain barrel and
rain garden equipment through the “Targeting
 Educational activities for local schools included a Macro-invertebrate Stream Study Day, Storm Water Retrofits to Improve Urban
Streams” initiative.
storm drain stenciling, Earth Day activities and
stream clean ups;
 The Euclid Beach Adopt-a-Beach group held
nine Saturday beach cleanup events where 811
pounds of trash was collected by volunteers;
 Volunteer Stream Monitors conducted
monthly water chemistry monitoring at 5 sites; a
second set of monitoring equipment was purchased with grant funding to build capacity and
flexibility for the program moving forward;
 Distribution of the Euclid Creek newsletters
and e-newsletters throughout the watershed
communities and to more than 1,000 stakeholders.

Design work was
initiated for the removal
of three dams on Baldwin Creek (Fall 2012).
A $400,000 three year
grant from the Great
Lakes Commission was
awarded to reduce
sediment impacts in
Baldwin, Plum Creek
(West) and Mallet
Creek in partnership
with Medina and Lorain
SWCDs, and the Rocky
River Watershed
Council (RRWC).

 A Cuyahoga SWCD-led partnership
Awarded $13,545 Coastal Management
Assistance Grant through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Office of
Coastal Management to develop Protection and Restoration Plans for the Plum
Creek (Brunswick) and Upper East
Branch sub-watersheds;
 Partnered with Cleveland Metroparks
and NOACA to stabilize 175 feet of eroding streambank on Johnson’s Creek in
the Cleveland Metroparks Hinckley Reservation;
 Demonstration Rain Gardens installed
at Olmsted Township Hall as a Boy Scout
Eagle Project, and at Lakewood Park
with the Lakewood Catholic Academy
Green Team;
 Sponsored river cleanups on about 12
miles of river in the Cleveland Metroparks
Rocky River Reservation and the cities of
Berea, Brook Park, Brunswick, Medina
and Middleburg Heights;
 Exhibited at events throughout the
Rocky River Watershed, including Lakewood Earth Day, Medina County Earth
Day, Medina County Fall Foliage Tour
and the Ohio Central Basin Steelheaders’
annual Steelhead Expo;
 A total of 14 programs, presentations,
workshops and exhibits were presented
throughout the watershed
for schools, civic organizations and local businesses about rain gardens, watershed history,
watershed awareness
and pollution prevention;
 Rain barrel workshops
in Broadview Heights,
Lakewood, Medina, Middleburg Heights, North
Olmsted, North Royalton,
Olmsted Township, at the
Kamm’s Corners Farmers
Market and at the Medina
County Earth Day.
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Cash Basis Report 2010
REVENUES

DISTRICT
FUND

SPECIAL
FUND

Local Government

293,125.00

State Government

264,473.00

Federal Government

39%

5%

Sale of Products/Materials
All Other Revenue- grants, interest,
services

781,252.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS

824,772.00

43,520.00

557,598.00

EXPENSES
Salaries
Supplies (office & program supplies)

3,086.00

1,916.00

Equipment (auto, computers)

8,964.00

13,064.00

215,532.00

22,994.00

Contracts for Services

Legend (2011 SWCD Projects and Initiatives):
Operations & funding -12%
Outreach & Marketing - 3%
Education & Public Involvement - 7%
Countywide Education - 5%
Countywide Collaborative Projects - 7%
Watershed Protection & Assistance - 27%
Storm Water Program & Urban Technical Assistance - 39%

Rental (office)
Travel Expenses (staff, board training)
Advertising & Printing (newsletter)

18,000.00
124.00

5,692.00

7,860.00

876.00

PERS

53,071.00

Worker's Compensation

2,205.00

Unemployment Compensation

6,415.00

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Hospitalization

USDA-NRCS assisted with the installation of one Seasonal
High Tunnel project through the Environmental Quality Incentive Program, and continues to assist with completion of one
stream improvement project through the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program. Jim Storer, who served as the District Conservationist for Cuyahoga County, retired in June of 2011.

Product/Materials for Resale

77,553.00

Medicare
Other (postage, printing, county indirect
fees, insurance, phone, internet, dues)

Associate Supervisors
Kathleen Bradley, Dorothy Hazel, and James Weber

382,151.00

5,424.00
42,500.00
31,694.00
21,042.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$299,108.00

621,055.00

Total Receipts Over/(Under)
Expenses

$524,664.00

(63,457.00)

.

Conservation
Business of the Year
Kurtz Bros.,Inc.

Educator of the Year
Emmett Keller, Richmond Heights High School

Interns 2011
Jacob Dennis, Brent Eysenbach, Babette Oestreicher

Cuyahoga SWCD board and staff thanks all of its funders, supporters and conservation partners for their support. Funding for SWCD services was provided in
part by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources-Division of Soil & Water
Resources, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, local municipalities and
project grants.
Cuyahoga SWCD is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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Euclid Creek Watershed News
Wildwood Wetland and Stream
Restoration Project Update

Euclid Creek Rain Barrel Workshops
Five rain barrel workshops are scheduled in Euclid Creek
communities for this spring and summer. Workshops will
be held in Euclid (April 21), Richmond Heights (May 23),
Lyndhurst (June 13), Beachwood (June 27), and Mayfield
Heights (July 30). Check the Euclid Creek website for
more workshop details (registration required) and a full list
of events at:

The Wildwood Wetland and Stream Restoration Project
located in Wildwood State Park in Cleveland is moving
along! Design-build team RiverWorks is fully immersed in
the design and permitting phase of the project, working
closely with an Advisory Committee of community
representatives and wetland/stream ecologists.
If all goes well with permitting, construction will begin this
summer to create the 2-acre wetland for fish habitat and
spawning and restore 1,100 feet of stream.
The
RiverWorks Team has been at Wildwood State Park
monitoring fish present in the creek, soil testing, and
controlling some of the invasive plant species at the park.
In the fall, native plants will be planted to attract birds and
amphibians.

htt p: // ww w.c u ya ho g as wc d. or g/ E uc l i dCr eek Fi les /
EC_EventsMeetings.htm or contact Claire Posius at 216524-6580 x16 or cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org.
For more information about projects and volunteer
opportunities in the Euclid Creek Watershed,
contact Claire Posius at 216-524-6580 x16
or cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org.

A meeting to update residents about construction will take
place before construction begins. The latest information
can be found on the Project Website at:
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/
EC_LacustrineRefuge.htm.

Euclid Creek Volunteer
Monitors Needed

This project is funded through a USEPA - Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative grant.

Euclid Creek Invasive Plant Pull
and Bioswale Planting
Saturday, May 12
Wildwood State Park, Cleveland, entrance located at
East 174th Street and Lakeshore Boulevard

Want to do something to help Euclid Creek?
Become a volunteer monitor! Anyone can do it!
Have fun learning about the creek and help
collect data vital to better understanding
conditions in Euclid Creek.
Time commitment is up to you! We do ask

volunteer monitors to attend a training session
and that they monitor once a month…if you
want to do more it’s up to you!

Bioswale Garden Planting and Maintenance from 9:00
AM - Noon. Meet at Marina parking lot to help the Friends
of Euclid Creek plant more native plants, weed, and
remove trash. Bring gloves, shovel and water.

For more information visit:
www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/EuclidCreekthehomepa
ge.htm and click on the Get Involved/Watershed Resources tab
on left side.

Invasive Garlic Mustard Plant Pull from 10:00 AM Noon. Meet at the park entrance parking lot to help us
pull this tasty but invasive plant in the park. Bring gloves
and water.

or contact:
Claire Posius

Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator
216-524-6580 x16
cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org

Native Plant of the Year Campaign
Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for Biodiversity (LEAP) volunteers
have teamed up with Cuyahoga SWCD staff to present information
about the benefits of native plants. LEAP has embarked on a regional
educational campaign to work with nurseries and landowners to
promote wide spread use of native plants. Native plants suited to our
local environment usually perform better and attract many desirable
birds, bees, butterflies and other beneficial wildlife.

The plants chosen for 2012 include:


Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis)



Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)



Redosier Dogwood (Cornus sericea)

Visit www.leapbio.org for more information
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Rocky River Watershed News
Baldwin Creek Dam Removal
Project Update

2012 Rocky River Cleanups
Get Your Feet Wet!

The Baldwin Creek Dam Removal
and Fish Passage Restoration
Project is underway!
Located in
Berea and funded through the Ohio
EPA’s Surface Water Improvement
Fund and Water Resource Restoration Sponsorship Program, (WRRSP)
the project will remove three lowhead dams, restoring fish passage to
the lower mile of Baldwin Creek.
Currently, project consultants NTH
Consultants, Davey Resource
Group, The Ohio State University
and KS Associates are finalizing the
engineering and design, which, in
addition to removing the dam
structures, will include a series of
riffles to insure channel stability and
aid fish passage, and targeted
streambank stabilization. Construction is scheduled to begin in late
Summer.
Ohio EPA Water Resource Restoration Sponsorship Program funding
was also awarded through the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District to
remove the fourth and final dam on
Baldwin Creek.
Its removal will
reconnect an additional nine miles of
Baldwin Creek with the East Branch
of the Rocky River. The removal of
these four dams are an integral piece
in the restoration of Baldwin Creek
and its fish community.

Removing trash from the rivers,
streams and floodplains of the Rocky
River Watershed is one of the most
direct acts of stewardship that any
one can do. Please join us in your
corner of the watershed for a cleanup
this spring!
May 19 - 12th Annual Berea
Streamside Cleanup,
9:00a.m.-11:00a.m.
June 2 - Annual Rocky River Main
Stream Cleanup, 9:00a.m. - Noon
June 9 - Abram Creek Cleanup
9:00a.m. - 11:00a.m
June 9 - Champion Creek Cleanup,
9:00a.m. - Noon
Check out www.MyRockyRiver.org for
complete details. Groups should
pre-register by contacting Jared
Bartley at 216-524-6580, ext. 14 or
jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org.

SUPERVISOR ELECTION 2012
A Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor represents county residents in soil
and water conservation and natural resources management. Supervisors set the
District’s policy, provide guidance to staff, and assist on projects. The Board consists
of five supervisors who serve for three-year terms on a voluntary basis. Supervisors
participate in monthly and special board meetings, and attend area and state
meetings. This year, candidates will be nominated to fill two open positions. Potential
candidates are expected to have experience relevant to the District’s goals. The
qualities of a potential supervisor include:
 Widespread knowledge of natural resources in the county
 Complement the existing make-up of the district board so that all
geographic, educational, and land-use interests within the district are
represented
 Leadership ability and willingness to share time and talent
The Nominating Committee will present a slate of candidates. Qualified residents,
18 years of age or older, may also petition to be on the ballot. Information about
the petition process can be found at
http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/2012ConservationDay.htm

Streamside Trees: Improving
Water Quality while Protecting
Streamside Property
If you live next to any of the more
nearly 700 miles of rivers, creeks or
small headwater streams in the
Rocky River Watershed, or if you
own any streamside property at all,
please consider committing to one or
more of the following actions this
spring:
1. Leave an un-mowed buffer area
next to the stream. Allowing
vegetation to become established
on a creek’s banks and floodplain
area has a host of benefits for
wildlife, soil health and water
quality.
2. Plant trees! Streamside trees
and shrubs provide even more
wildlife habitat, have deeper roots
for enhanced streambank stabilization, and provide cooling shade
that is especially important for
maintaining suitable oxygen levels
in smaller, headwater streams.
Suitable trees for streamside
plantings include sycamore,
swamp white oak, cottonwood,
box elder, silver maple, redosier
dogwood, silky dogwood, pin oak
and black walnut.
3. Join the Rocky River Watershed
Council or a local watershed
group in your area to find more
ways to get involved.

Cuyahoga SWCD

Conservation Day
Saturday, September 29, 2012
9:00 a.m. - Noon
Coe Lake Pavilion in Berea
Visit a dam removal project site,
participate in a Rain Barrel Workshop,
and vote in the Supervisor Election.

www.cuyahogaswcd.org
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Summer Workshop for Teachers
Join us for a week long workshop using the outdoors as an educational tool to learn about
native ecosystems and how you can transform your schoolyard into a learning lab.
July 30 - August 3: 9am – 3pm (optional evening activities on July 31st and Aug 2)


Teach your students interdisciplinary lessons using hands-on, project based learning experiences and
research aligned with Common Core Standards



Learn to teach your students about sustainability, biodiversity, and pollution prevention.
Fee: $100 includes all instruction, materials and lunch on Monday and Friday
(materials include the Earth Partnership for Schools: K-12 Curriculum Guide )
The fee also includes 2 graduate credits from Ashland University

Workshop locations: The Cuyahoga Valley National Park and other locations in the greater Cleveland area.
For information or to register, please contact Cdages@forcvnp.org or call 330-657-2796 x 100, by July 1, 2012.

Offered through the Great Lakes Earth Partnership RESTORE Institute with area partners:
Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park, National Park Service and Cuyahoga Soil
and Water Conservation District.

